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The Third Commandment

Ex. 20:7,  Matthew 7:15-23, Luke 6:46

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and not do what I say?” Luke 6:46


Imagine a knight in King Arthur’s court. He’d been found when he was two living in the wild, adopted and brought into the confines of the kingdom. He’d been trained and educated and now was sent out to fight the dragons and evil warriors of the world. 


On his first quest, this young knight enters a town at night and starts banging on the doors. “Open up!” No answer. “In the name of King Arthur, open up, I say!” Immediately several doors open and he stays the night in one house, drinking their wine, eating their food, cavorting with their daughters, watching their movies and taking a silver knife for a souvenir of his stay there.


What would you say about this knight? What has he done?


He has brought down the name of the king. He has called something good which was evil. He has used the king’s name to gain himself access to his own pleasures. He has shown himself a hypocrite.


The third commandment is all about the name. Let’s talk about names for a minute and then about God’s name. 


Our names are important. They give us an identity. Johnny Cash sings about “A boy named Sue,” whose name changed his life in every way. I work on remembering your names, but often forget, which after awhile becomes embarrassing. But I keep asking because I don’t want to have the head bob, the nod, and the “hey” all of which indicate we’ve forgotten our names. Some of you may have gone to your middle name because you feel like that fits you better. Fine. Or you have adopted your nickname as your own. Or you hate you high school nickname and hope we never find out.


In the same way, our names also stand for our reputations. What do people think when they hear the name Norman Maynard or Annie Petzinger or Andy Johnson? What do people think of when they hear RUF spoken of in conversation? We need to do things properly and with respect so that our names will carry the right weight and be respected instead of laughed at.


Names also carry power. In the movie “Catch Me If You Can,” Frank Abagnale and his dad talk about the way that the word “Yankees” and the pinstripes the Yankees wore struck fear in the hearts of their opponents. The name Pan-Am opened doors. If I would like to get a great room assignment, I might be tempted to say, “President Boren said to make sure this gets through.”


When I name drop like that what am I doing? Using the power of someone else’s name. If I do that carelessly or am lying about it, I am stealing and lying and am a hypocrite since I’m posing as something other than what I am. That’s what Frank was in the movie. As sympathetic a character as he was (and he is a real person living in Tulsa), he is still a liar a cheat and a hypocrite.


God says we must be careful when we use his name. We shouldn’t use it carelessly, which touches on the relatively minor issue of cursing. Christians should not use the Lord’s name as an object in that way.


God tells us that His name is YHWH. YHWH shows up in the Bible for the first time in Genesis 2. God revealed His personal name to Moses in Exodus 3, when He said his name means I am who am. I am the one who was. I am the one who is. I am the one who will be. I am. YHWH. Rather mysterious. The Jews wouldn’t speak the name of God, so when these four letters would appear in the text they would always read Adonai, which means Lord. This is why in your Bibles you see LORD in small capitals – it reveals that the word there is YHWH, but is translated as Lord.


We would agree with the Jews that the name of God is a serious thing and shouldn’t be misused. But we would disagree that it shouldn’t be used at all. It is His name. He has given it to us. We should use it.

But what should we do?


We should bear his name genuinely, through and through and really be who we call ourselves to be.


Let’s look at Matthew for an even starker picture of this commandment.

This is one of those scary Bible verses. I have often been tempted to take an exacto knife and take out Luke 6:46 from my Bible altogether. Jesus doesn’t pull any punches here. He tells it like it is.

There will be false prophets. There will be people who have words come out of their mouths that sound like God’s words, and they may even be some of God’s words. Blomberg writes that “they give all external appearances of promoting authentic Christianity in both word and work.”
 They will present themselves as faithful, loving Christians. But you will be able to know if they really are Christians by what they do. They will bear fruit in their lives and that is what you should look at. “Every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”

You have to talk and walk with Jesus. You must profess His name – definitely. But there are many in the world who publicly profess Christ but have had no inner transformation. How can we tell? Ultimately, we can’t. That is God’s job. But we can discern if someone is truly a Christian by the way he or she lives a life worthy of the gospel. If we see the fruit of the Spirit. If we see a dying to self and a living for Christ. If we see teachability and a desire to put away idols. Above all, if we see repentance for when he or she screws up. A brokenness that shows that the Holy Spirit is at work.

Jesus goes on. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
  There will be people on the last day who say, Lord, Lord. This type of Lord either means “Sir,” which would be just a polite title, or it means “Master.” It could also mean that these people understood intellectually that this is God. They could be using the word “Kurios” in place of the Hebrew “Adonai.”  If so, then they are right, they are orthodox we would say in their understanding of who Christ is.

Not only that, but they also say, Lord, Lord. The doubling of this has the effect of showing emotion to him, of fervency. These people feel close to Christ. 

And Jesus also explains that they have done ministry in His name. They preached, they cast out demons
 and did ministry. They were on the leadership team. They went on missions trips. They volunteered for Vacation Bible School. They gave blood. They sang in the choir. They organized fundraisers for the homeless. They led Bible studies.


But Jesus says, “And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”
 “These external demonstrations prove nothing. The question is whether one’s heart has been cleansed inwardly or whether apparent acts of ministry still serve only self, rapaciously (Greek harpages; NIV “ferocious”) using others for one’s own ends (cf Acts 20:29-30).”


You see, Romans 10:9 does that we must confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord, but you have to believe, you have to call on His name, not just know it and say it. His name doesn’t give you access like that – it has to be connected with the inward reality of a changed heart for it to be regeneration. Jesus has to be there. If He isn’t, He says that He never knew you.


The ultimate example of this of course would be Judas. Judas shows, as D.A. Carson writes, “How close to spiritual reality one may come while knowing nothing of its fundamental reality.”
 Judas was one of the twelve disciples. He saw Jesus’ miracles, he heard the greatest preacher of all time, was in the best small-group Bible study. He did ministry and even cast out demons in Jesus’ name. People are in heaven because of Judas’ preaching. Yet his heart hadn’t been touched by Christ. He determined what was right and wrong and only used the name of Jesus for his own agenda.


Martin Luther and John Wesley were in ministry before they were converted. They preached and taught and studied and did ministry for Jesus without personally knowing him.


There are many people like this in our churches, in our Greek houses, in our dorms. In our RUFs. In this RUF. It is not enough to call yourself a Christian, but you have to actually be one. Getting baptized doesn’t make you a Christian. It should symbolize your union with Christ, but it assures you nothing. 


How do you know then? This is serious business. None of us want to hear the Lord say, “Depart from me, I never knew you.”


First you have to take stock of your life. Why do you want to be a Christian? Why do you call yourself a Christian? What does that actually mean in your life? How does that affect your daily decisions? If you are doing all the things you want to do, then I would say there’s no way you could be a Christian. God has to be able to tell you what to do. He is the one who decides what is right and wrong in your life. He dictates your activities and actions. He changes you. That’s what a King does, and that’s what is implied in the word, Lord. Jesus can’t be Savior unless He is Lord. You don’t get to add Lord in later. He is one person with the offices of Prophet, Priest and King.


Repent of running your own life, and having God in your back pocket to bring out when it’s convenient. Repent of being your own god, of being the one who chooses right and wrong for yourself.

Jesus tells us in the wider context of Matthew 7 that we are blessed when we are changed and begin to want the things of the Kingdom of God. Like meekness and being poor in spirit and mercy. Like hungering and thirsting for righteousness. If you hungered and thirsted for righteousness, what would that look like? Where would you go to quench your thirst? 

Jesus says in Matt. 7:7-9, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks the door will be opened.”

Jesus promises that He will answer the cry of those who cry out for Him. Jer. 33: 3 says, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” When you’re unsure, you go to Christ. Don’t go to worth or value or shape of your faith – go to Christ. Read about Him, talk to Him. Tell Him of your struggles and your questions. Tell Him of your temptations and how you wish to be changed and make more like Him. 

If you do this, you will begin to desire to obey the Law. You will begin to see the fruit of the Spirit come out in you. You will still struggle of course, but even your struggles will be different as you submit to the King and His rule. 

You will become an authentic Christian. Not only one who talks about God or righteousness, but one who seeks His face in humility and graciousness. You will cease your doing and your striving and start resting in His goodness and graciousness for you. 

� Blomberg, Matthew Commentary, p. 132.


� They have confessed me with their tongue, and think they have done everything right: even now, the confession of my Name may be heard rolling from their lips, but I shall get up and answer them, that all their profession is empty and untrue. What does Christ’ confession [against these false confessors] consist of? A declaration that He has never counted them amongst His people, even at the time when they were boasting that they were pillars of the Church. So He tells them to be off from Him, who for a time, with fake credentials, had robbed Him of the possession of His house.”   Calvin’s commentary on this passage in Matthew from his New Testament commentary set, Torrance edition.


� “It also is interesting that prophecy, exorcisms, and miracle workings all characterize “charismatic” activity, which has a tendency, by no means universal, to substitute enthusiasm and the spectacular for more unglamorous obedience in the midst of suffering.” Blomberg, p. 133.


� Jesus’ name “becomes the focus of kingdom activity, and he alone decrees who does or does not enter the kingdom.” “Jesus himself not only decides who enters the kingdom on the last day but also who will be banished from his presence.”  D.A. Carson, Matthew Commentary, p. 192, 193.


� Blomberg, p. 133.


� Carson, p. 193.


� “Perhaps these people fooled many on earth, but Jesus knows that they never had a saving relationship with him.” Blomberg, p. 133.





