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We begin our series on The Gospel in the Old Testament at an appropriate place – In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 


So begins the recounting of what happened at the beginning of created time. It’s a question that we all have – how in the world did we get the world? Where did we come from? How do we explain all this? These questions get at something that we’ll talk about over and over again – our Fallen Condition Focus (FCF)
 The FCF directs as to what the Scriptures is exposing is wrong with us, and what God does to redeem us from that problem. In Genesis 1 then, we should be wondering about our FCF – we are confronted with many differing ideas about the origins of the world. We are told by our professors, our parents, our friends, and sometimes even our churches that God is really only a societal conception invented by a weak people to deal with mysteries and to suave wounds. If there is a god, it is one of many in the world, but don’t be arrogant enough to assert that your God is the only God. 


In some of these thoughts, we are actually fairly close to what the Israelites would be thinking when this text was written. They were a nation that had been wandering around for over 40 years looking for a land to call their home. Finally on the cusp of that land, they realized that there were nations and people “over there” who really didn’t like them one bit, but whose land they were being called to take.  They had been redeemed out of the powerful nation of Egypt, a nation with hundreds of gods, and had seen AMAZING THINGS by this God who spoke to Moses face to face. The Biblical book of Exodus recounts the mightiness of this “Yahweh Elohim” the one who said He was on their side – but remember that at the time when those things happened, they didn’t have it written down. They experienced it.


Thus at the onset of this book, as we put ourselves in the place of the original hearers and readers, we see a confused nation who was without an embraced identity. What is going on here? Who is this God?


And God answers that question.  He is answering their Fallen Condition Focus by telling them, rooting them, in who He is and therefore who they are. Thus, Genesis is not a book concerned with scientific precision. The point of Genesis isn’t how long the creation days are or if Adam and Eve had bellybuttons, but rather it is a polemic to God’s people against the pagan gods of the day. God is telling His people that HE created everything out of nothing and that that is a very serious business indeed.
 


Do you believe that? Do you believe that Genesis 1 and 2 are true? That Adam and Eve were the first people? Surely to do so requires a certain amount of faith, for we weren’t there and can’t absolutely know for sure. But you do realize that it requires no less faith to believe in the Big Bang Theory, right? The holes and gaps in evolutionary thought, the amazing problems of “transition” species, the very law of entropy (everything is going from order to disorder instead of vice versa – these all pose tremendous problems for a view that doesn’t include God. 



And then there is the matter of your own heart. If you don’t believe in a Creator God, why is that? If you look deeply, you will probably find that there is a deeper reason, one that isn’t rational at all, though you claim rational dilemmas. Aldus Huxley, when confronted with God in his beginning stages of philosophy, at least had the courage to admit that he didn’t want to believe in a God because he wanted to continue sleeping with his girlfriend. Instinctively he knew that if Genesis 1 is really true, then such a God would hold quite a claim on his life. He was right. It may or may not be a love life for you that keeps you from believing in this incredible Creator God. It may be career, money, status, popularity or any other thing that you are beholden to. It is often these things that we keep out of view but which are the real hindrances from renouncing our one faith and accepting the Biblical faith.


Fine. Great. Gospel?


Yes, gospel. I think the first instance of the gospel comes right at the beginning. “The earth was formless and empty
, darkness was over the surface of the deep… And God said, “Let there be light and there was light. God saw that the light was good…” Piecing together what we know from other Scriptures in sort of a timeline, we can know that the fall of Satan and his demons has already occurred. There is chaos in the universe. God knows this and He does something about it. He creates. He creates order out of disorder, and He creates something that is good. 
 Do you see the gospel in that? Do you see God’s goodness in meeting an unknown need? He recognizes the fallen condition of the world and He begins acting to meet that need. 


But there is more. As John Wenham says in his Genesis commentary, “God is without peer or competitor… The sun and moon are his handiwork, not his rivals.”  God is saying, There are other “gods” out there, but they are not real,
 so when you run into people talking about them, you will know the truth about Who I Am. God shows this to His people by explaining that when He creates, He does so with only a word, almost like a flick of the wrist. It takes no effort whatsoever because He is so powerful.
 He speaks and <poof!> there is a mountain, a sycamore, a platypus. When we read “Let there be x… and there was x” we are reading of his divine, unmatchable power. In other words, instead of the God serving the elements (a common idea of gods then (and now)), the elements serve God. Israel needed this. We need to know this.


“God is more than creator, He is law-giver.” He orders around the light and darkness and names them. He fixes times and seasons. He gives mankind a creational mandate and expects things to be followed His way, which means that His creatures will fulfill their divinely inspired roles. What we learn about this aspect of God is that He is King. He rules the world. The Westminster Shorter Catechism puts it this way, “God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise and powerful sustaining and governing all his creatures and all their actions.” God didn’t spin the top and now is watching it run its course. He created and is still active in everything that happens in the world since He is the Great King. 

My wife, Julie, reminds me that one of His laws is what she considers the next instance of “Gospel” in the Bible – the Sabbath. God rested and then commanded that we too rest as a reflection on Him and His nature. There is no “reason” for this rest, but God gives it, commands it even, anyway. As we have gotten busier and busier and as we have understood the promises and goodness of God more, the Lord’s Day has become more dear to us. It is a day set apart for rest (ahhhhhh, that sounds nice right now), for worship, for family, for thinking and prayer, for God’s people to refocus on the things of God. Julie is right – that is undeserved favor bestowed on us. 

“The world reflects its creator.” God created and then we hear the refrain, “And it was good.” When we finish off with the creation of mankind, we hear, “God saw all that He had made that it was really good.”  Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies declare the work of His hands.” We see God as creator when we look at and appreciate the world as He has made it. It truly is incredible to see the amazing handiwork of all that is around us. It has order. It has intention. It has whimsy. It has intricacy. It’s an argument against evolution if I’ve ever seen one.
 

Finally, Genesis 1 “discloses man’s true nature.” First we see that God created us. We didn’t create God. He isn’t beholden to us, but we are to Him. He has complete and divine right over us since we are His creation. Yet He is good, so we can trust Him. Also, we are the apex of the created order
, for we are the only ones with the stamp of the Imago Dei, the image of God. This divine image enables mankind to have a relationship with His Creator and makes us “in a real sense God’s representative on earth, who should rule over the other creatures as a benevolent king.”
 We were not created as the lackey to the God’s or to keep them supplied with food. Instead, we have been made vice-regents, or under-kings of this world. We have a very special role in this world, for we are the only ones who statically have the “image of God” (it resides in every person all the time) and can relationally and continually show “the image of God” (as we obey God and live with Him, we image Him). God’s mandate for us to “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it” is a real thing that we have been given as an honor because we are the only creatures that are able to take care of the world in the manner that God has intended.

The implications of the truths in this chapter and in the next one are astounding.
 

God has spoken. As Francis Schaeffer puts it, “He is there and He is not silent.” God speaks and it happens. This is no less true today, for He continues to speak things into being. We serve this God Who Has Spoken, the one described in Isaiah 40 and Job 38. He saw the need in the formlessness and created order and beauty in the world. In a sense, this is the gospel, for God has seen the darkness in us and He speaks and creates light (see 1 John and John 1).

God has created a good world. We shouldn’t shy away from embracing the goodness of creation, of the dirt and mud of life. It is not “less worthy” than spiritual things or intellectual things. There is an “earthiness” of life that many of us in the evangelical subculture are uncomfortable with. This plays into many of the sacred/secular splits we live with, as well as the lingering Gnostic and eastern ideas of getting rid of the “body” to get to that which is really real in life, the soul.

We give glory to God when we fulfill His mandate to us. When we create (imitating Him), and when we subdue and rule over the world (making it better), we give Him pleasure and glory. That is true in absolutely every area of life, and something we should keep in mind as we try to figure out what it is that God wants us to do. In spinning out this mandate, we should encourage the arts as evidences and imitation of our Creator God. Artists fulfill this when they convey what is happening in the world that our eyes are missing. When they use words, ideas, pictures, expressions to make meaning out of disorder. Computer programmers “subdue the earth” when they figure out how to solve problems. Service professions do this when they seek to undue or prevent wrong and fix things to make them run better (bodies, televisions, mufflers, etc.). When we build beautiful and functional buildings and cities without destroying the environment. When we grow gardens.

All of these are “Gospely” in some way. God speaks out of nothingness, just like He does in our own hearts. He takes something that isn’t and makes something that is. He separates the darkness and the light. He allows us to know all of this because He spoke again and put these things down for us to know (which He didn’t “have to” do).


In Genesis 2 we’ll look further at how God has created mankind in His image.  I can’t wait.


Until then, we should be humbled when we see how un-God we are. Though we do bear His unique stamp, we were a part of the “nothingness” that God spoke into. He created us. That is what God is getting across to Job in chapters 38-41. Perhaps a correct response to all of this is Job’s (as a gulp welled up in his throat), “Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things to wonderful for me to know… My ears have heard of you and now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and I repent in dust and ashes.” 
� A term used by Dr. Bryan Chapell, President of Covenant Seminary.


� I’m reminded of going to football and baseball games and experiencing it live, but then reading about it in the paper the next day. Somehow, even though I was there, I can’t take it all in and reading about it brings me new information and insight I hadn’t considered before (conversely, I know things that didn’t come out in the “report”).


� I do hope that we will begin to have discussions about the Big Bang, macro verses micro evolution, the presuppositions of naturalism, the sometime blindedness of scientific “inquiry,” and the length of the creation days. I think these discussions are instructive and helpful, but I am trying to point out that they don’t necessarily prove anything. 


� Incidently, this phrase, tohu vavohu (formless and void) can be found on the top of many English essays written in college.


� I think this sort of idea is behind why we should be against those who use artistic expression to “create chaos.” We should be creating order and beauty, not chaos. Chaos isn’t all bad, but should only be a step along the way in building beauty (example: you must tear down a building first before building a new one). Of course, we have differing ideas on the line between chaos and beauty, so there must be a level of “intention” in it all. What is the artist trying to do?


� See Isaiah 44:8-23.


� I once made a cross-stitch for Julie because “it would be easy.” Wrongo. It took my forever and by the end, I hated it.


� If there were an explosion in a paint factory, would we expect to see the Mona Lisa? Would a bomb in a typesetter’s workshop produce MacBeth? A tornado through a junkyard form a car or watch or anything that works like a machine? You get the idea.


� John Knorr, RUF CM at Tulsa pointed out to me that God made the stars “to give light to the earth” and that means that they aren’t just “out there” but were created for us. For me. For you. Personal stars because God cares so much to give us beauty and light.


� Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, pp. 37-38.


� And I’m a bit embarrassed to be breezing through them so quickly. Genesis 1 and 2 should each get a semester, really.





