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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. So began the book of Genesis and the Bible as a whole. Last week, we talked about this – God creating ex nihilo, out of nothing, and how His creation and goodness reveal His character to us. We also mentioned how work was a part of the world before the Fall, implying that the creation mandated to subdue and rule over the world isn’t something we do as a curse, but something to fulfill who we are. We when understand that – that we each have a calling by God that dignifies our work – we are freed from “making meaning” through work. What I mean is this – that unless you have God as the center of your life, you are trying to validate yourself and your existence. 


To illustrate: Madonna once said in Vogue magazine that she is driven continually to do something good, new and exciting so that she can receive praise and adoration and know she is worth something. The trouble is that that feeling wears off quickly, so she must do something new again or she’ll feel unwanted and a failure. Harold Abrahms in “Chariots of Fire” said that he ran because he had 10 seconds to validate his existence. Rocky said in his first movie that we wanted to go the distance to prove he wasn’t a bum.
 All are saying the same thing – that there is work behind the work. Work is proving, making who they are. 

But the Christian message is different – it says that there is rest behind the work. The Sabbath is a picture of this in our lives.
 The work is still there, but it doesn’t make us. God’s already approving of us and loving us is what makes us. Therefore, we are freed to work for His glory instead of ours. That perspective makes a ton of difference as you encounter success and failure, big and small paychecks, promotions, setbacks, layoffs and national acclaim. Work is good, but it will kill you if it is at the center of your life. Instead, we should sing, “Jesus I am resting, resting, in the joy of what thou art. I am finding out the greatness of thy loving heart.”


That’s a long intro, but something I wanted to highlight before we move on because we all will spend a lifetime in some sort of work.  We need to continually emphasize that work is utterly important, yet not defining of who we are.


And now, we’re moving on to Chapter 2. Chapter 2 picks back up on Day Six of Chapter 1. Whereas Chapter 1could be considered perhaps more poetical-historical, Chapter 2 is more historical-poetical. It is giving for us the account of the creation of Adam and Eve, the first two people in the world and setting up for us many things we need to know.


I’ve always thought that Chapter 2 was about Eve and the “marriage ceremony” at the end. You know, like a scripture reference you might shoe polish onto a (Scripturally astute) newlywed’s car. Genesis 2:22-25!! You’re married and are going to have sex tonight!! Wooo-wooo. (I know, this is mature, right?)


But as I’ve been reading and studying and talking about it, I’m beginning to see a few other things. Sure, the marriage and even sex stuff is in there and is something important to talk about. But is it the main thing? We’ll unpack it a bit and see. The first thing we see is that “God is a Community.”

Early on in Genesis we learn some remarkable things about God. In the first two verses we hear about Elohim, the “generic” name for God, and the Ruach Elohim, the Spirit of God. Hmmmm. Then in 1:26 we encounter the strange phrase, “Let us make man in our image.” Us? Our? A plurality in the Godhead? If we add to this Proverbs 8, specifically 8:30-31, which has “Wisdom” saying, “Then I was the craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejection always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind” we may start to scratch our heads. Then we make some sense of it when John 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” 

The Trinity created the world. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit existed before anything else. What does this mean? It means that God is an “us.” God isn’t a single entity that is alone, cold and unloving. In fact, love and community are a part of the very essence of who God is. The Trinity means that there is conversation, dialogue, togetherness and even roles in the Godhead. 

Thus when we see God creating mankind, we hear some of that personality and community coming across. “Let us make man in our image.” A mirror reflects the image before it. Rocks and paper and milk don’t reflect. But mirrors do. In this way, doesn’t it make sense then that in the personality and need for community, we image God.

God is a Community, and thus so are we. If God is an “us” then surely we were made to be “us”es and not merely “me”s.  That is what is happening then as we read on in Genesis 2. Think of this: God created everything and over and over again we hear the refrain, “It was good.” Good food, good job, good view, God right there with no barriers of communication. Good, right?! Then we read in verse 2:18, “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.’” That should startle us. How can there be something, “Not Good”? 

Because we need each other. God recognizes this and sees loneliness and incompleteness in the Garden, and He does something about it. He gives Adam an Eve. He gives man a woman. He gives one another. He brings about the very community He had been experiencing all along and that Adam hadn’t had.

God says he will make “a helper suitable for him.” [azer kenegdo] What does that mean? It means that God brought Adam someone who was like him in a way that no other creation had been, and yet who was different than he was. He made a “helper.” In the Bible, the word and idea of “helper” [“azer” in Hebrew] is most often used for God. Thus “helper” isn’t meant to convey a demeaning role (like “ahh, you’re Daddy’s little helper”) but an empowering role. Eve brings Adam things that he didn’t have and couldn’t do without her. I can only help my kids with algebra if I know it and they don’t. I bring skill and expertise to the situation at hand as a helper. In addition, I must serve. If I do my kids’ algebra for him or her, that isn’t helping. With knowledge and expertise comes the ability to handle it correctly. And God brought Adam a “helper suitable.” Suitable could have been translated, “complementing” [with an “e” not an “i”] or “completing” or “corresponding” or “matching.”   They were equal in worth, equal in dignity, equal in standing before God. But they weren’t equivalent. They weren’t the same. They were complementary, different in roles and gifts. We don’t have to squirm about that.

We can giggle at the sexual ramifications of this
, but think about it this way for a moment. Adam didn’t need another “him.” He needed someone who was like him, but not like him. Someone who could connect with him, but also who brought different things to the table and rounded him out.
 Of course, Eve needed this too. This is the “us” dimension of our imago dei. Though we each reflect and image Him, it is together that we most reflect and image Him.

You need me, and I need you. To fulfill the Scriptures accurately and completely, we discover that we must be in relationship and community. After all, how can you apply Galatians 6:2
 or Hebrews 10:24-25
 or Hebrews 3:12-13
 or Hebrews 13:17
? And many more. 1 Corinthians talks about us as a body made up of many parts, the opposite of which is what monsters are made. Too many heads, too many eyes, too many arms, etc.

See, you (and I) are blinded. We can’t really see ourselves. We only see images and reflections, and we look at ourselves very selectively. How many times have you heard yourself on tape and thought, “that doesn’t sound like me” or seen yourself on tape and say, “that’s not what I look like.” Your friends will either say, “yes it is,” or they will get very quiet. They know how you sound and what you look like – you really don’t. 

We need to be around other people, different from us. Gender, economic, racial, social, personality – any way possible, we need each other, we need “us” not just “me.” Here at RUF, all kinds of people need to be welcomed, not only to the group but also into our lives. That is not easy, and that is Gospely in its implications, for we either seek to only be around people like us or we use people not like us for our power and pleasure. 

Marriage is the specific and most profound example of this, because there will be no other person in your life who knows you like your spouse.
 Think about that. About bathroom issues. About personal hygiene things that you hide from everyone else. About personality defects that you mask around others. If you are married, you have someone who has (or should have) access to all of that.
 And you want that person to know about that and love you all the more deeply. If someone you casually know compliments you, that is nice and you feel good. But if one of your closest friends or your family compliments you, that is like candy to your soul and you can’t get enough. Being known and loved despite your flaws is something we all crave, but now after the Fall, we all also fear and hide from.

This is why Paul writes in Ephesians 5 this crazy thought: He quotes Genesis 2:24, “’For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a profound mystery – but I talking about Christ and the church.’” Huh? A profound mystery is right! I’m starting to figure out what he means, and here it is. You need to know that you can’t do it alone. Not in any area can you do it alone. You are not autonomous. When you open your heart to another, standing naked with all your flaws before that person and that person accepts you and loves you despite who you truly are – then you are getting a picture of God’s love for you.  See, Genesis 2:25 says, “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” Can you imagine? Can you imagine being without shame, bearing it all?

You can’t imagine it unless you are wholly and ultimately secure. You can’t imagine it if you think you don’t need other people and are using others for your own pleasure and own benefit.
 But if you know the Bridegroom and come before Him as His Bride, you see that – hey,  there is someone like me yet not like me. God brought that “helper suitable” into my life and He satisfies my loneliness. He is the answer to my inability to relate to others and my lack of confidence in fulfilling my calling. He sets me free to love and be loved without any manipulation since my ultimate identity rests in Him.

That is what Israel needed to know. Sure, information about the creation of Adam and Eve was important, we can’t deny that. But this chapter isn’t merely a marriage seminar. It is suggesting to God’s people, standing on the banks of the Promised Land, that they need help. They didn’t create themselves. They didn’t create community. They didn’t even recognize their own need. God did. God provides. God answers. God matches them. There is One who is like them, yet not like them who will fulfill their every need and longing. Eve pictures that. Eve pictures the Gospel. How great is that?!

I could go on and on about this, but we need to stop. You cannot be only a “me.” There are “me” things in the Bible and in your relationship that must be tended to. Those should be obvious. But in our day and age, the “us” things tend to be shelved. We move around so much more. We change jobs and houses and churches, sometimes because of circumstances but sometimes also because maybe people are getting to know us “too well.” We prefer anonymity or detachment or control over what people know and don’t know.
 We put relationships on the backburner so we can pursue career or money or fame or travel or whatever. Then we expect to pick them back up, all the time managing them according to our comfort levels. Believe me, I fit into this schema too. But I think it’s wrong. It’s wrong for me and for you and for RUF and for the church and for our lives. 

Instead of running away from “us” we need to understand it as God’s grace to us, to appreciate each other for all the many ways God has created us (male and female, light-skinned or dark-skinned, short and tall, rich and poor, behind the scene gifts and up front gifts, extroverted and introverted, fraternity or dorm… the list goes on) and embrace that we are the body of Christ, made up of many parts. In a sense, you cannot answer the question “Who Am I?” unless you are answering both “Who Are We?” and “Who Do You Think I Am?” 

These drive us to Christ, who is us and not-us. He is the God/Man come in the flesh to whom we give our ultimate allegiance, forsaking all others to be united to Him.

Do you have screwed up views on work, men, women, relationships, marriage? Where did they come from? How do they work themselves into your worldview and daily life? How do they affect your thoughts and actions?

Do you recognize your need for “another”?

Are you trusting in a husband or wife to give you significance and meaning? To “complete you”?

Do you see how Christ should be that for you? How He gives you all you need? 

It’s still okay to want to be married, but we have to place that desire in its proper perspective or else it will be come our idol, our hope, and as such it will ultimately destroy us. Cling instead to Christ. Cry out to Him.

� I’m indebted to Tim Keller and Bill Boyd for the thoughts below. Without them, I would have been on a totally different track with this passage. Some of the text below is gathered from listening to them.


� Thanks to Tim Keller for these examples.


� See Hebrews 4.


� Think of lighthouses. To this day, they talk about “candlepower.” 1000 cp, 10,000 cp. The image is of thousands of mirrors reflecting the light from one source. This adds up to a tremendous amount of concentrated light. But take away the source of the light and the lighthouse is just another tall outhouse. It ceases to live up to its billing. We reflect our light source.


� And that certainly is a part of it, or a picture of it.


� To mix metaphors. Sorry.


� Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”


� Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more a s you see the Day approaching.


� See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.


� Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.


� Think about this though – Jesus wasn’t married (spiritually yes, but not in physical space-time as we know it) and there’s good indication to think that Paul wasn’t either. We’re not saying that marriage is the answer. God truly has called some to singleness, perhaps as a picture that He is all of our final “spouse.”


� That reminds me of Tammy Faye Baker, who reportedly never allowed her then-husband, Jim, to see her without her make-up on (and she had a lot of it!). How could she know that he really knew her?


� This is a common view of marriage, even though it’s all dolled up in religious language. When you get down to it, after the ceremony, it’s all about me.


� This kind of stuff has provided no end to the damage and problems in our lives. Think about it – when people lived in one area all their lives, their community and neighbors had a context to as to how to relate to them. They knew why they were poor or having troubles or rich or whatever. But without anything to go on, how do we evaluate people and “rank them” in our heads (I’m thinking of high school type stuff)? By looks. That’s one of the reasons our society is so “looks crazy” right now, because people are searching for ways to categorize people and they only have looks to go on so that’s all they use. Yuck.





