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We leave Chapter 2 with happy feelings. Two people, created with the possibility not to sin, staring naked at each other and before God with no shame. Needless to say, that isn’t where we are now. What happened? That is a question that has been asked for thousands of years. War, pestilence, violence, death, destruction – why are they and where did they come from?


The Bible certainly offers an explanation, and one that is trustworthy in my opinion. However, before we look at is, let me ask you if you can suggest another one. What is another explanation for the evil we see all around us? We either get fanciful Greekish fairy tales or you have an even more ghastly explanation – evil is inherent within us. That is the only way evolution can explain evil, you see. But social evolutionists would have us believe that we can conquer this evil by goodness programs, by education and by getting rid of ridiculous religious notions. A few big problems with that are: 1) We have only just exited one of the bloodiest centuries ever known. Social evolution was a hot topic in the late 1800s and early 1900s, but the evidence is our “enlightened” and progressive world produced two world wars and countless tyrants and atrocities. Even in the most recent decade of the 1990s, we saw 800,000 killed in Rwanda, killed one at a time with primitive weapons. We saw more genocide in the Baltics. Terrorism, abortion, etc. What hope to we have that things will get better? Remind me.


Not only that, but we have to realize that the underlying tenant of evolution is “survival of the fittest,” which in no way is a morality structure. It is amoral at its core. Thus, what right to I have to call any of the above things “wrong”? Weren’t the Nazis only exterminating the “weak”? Slavery a bondage of the weak to the strong? Abortion and euthanasia the same thing? When someone hurts me personally, what right to I think I have to be treated any differently? What moral standard are you appealing to?


This evolutionary hypothesis looks good on the walls and in the halls of our museums, but it just doesn’t work in real life. It actually dehumanizes you. There is something within you (the image of God, we’d say) that tells you that this isn’t how it’s supposed to be
 , that evil and death are somehow unnatural, that we were created for more. When you have those thoughts, you are really close to who you really are. And Genesis 3 tells us why. Let’s look at it now to see how we got here.


The interplay between the snake and Eve is crucial in understanding evil and sin. First, we are startled by reading about the serpent at all. The way it is written, it’s as if we are supposed to know about him already. We also notice that he is a created being, that he is crafty
 (which tips us off to what follows) and that he can talk. If you’ve noticed, snakes don’t normally talk, so this is a bit unusual. In addition, this snake seems to have some prior knowledge to the conversations that have taken place, for he uses the very words of Genesis 2 when talking to the woman. Okay, the snake is Satan! The word, “Satan” means “Deceiver” or “Accuser” and couldn’t be more illustrated than in what follows.


The snake asks the woman a question, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden.’” Innocent question? No way. This is Satan asking a seemingly innocent question that is really evil at its root. It is subtle, and its purpose is to get Eve to start questioning God, His word and His goodness.  


Eve’s answer betrays that she is already cracking. She says, “We may eat from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.” Oh really? Look back in Genesis 2:16-17 and see what God had told Adam. Nothing in there about touching the tree at all. Eve has it wrong, and it looks like she has started to believe the serpent, to trust him a bit.

The snake goes further (in my expansion it reads like this): “God didn’t really say you couldn’t eat from any tree, did he? – What a loser! How mean! Why is He blocking your goals and keeping you from your potential? Don’t you realize that God knows how great you could become if you would only eat from that tree. He is trying to squash you and keep you down. He must not really love you.” This is what Tim Keller calls “The Big Lie.” That God isn’t good and that His plans aren’t best. That is the root of all lies, all evil, all problems. It is so subtle and often creeps onto us unaware. Sin is like that. It’s like the song, “Breathless” which starts off as a love ballad with the lover crooning “You leave me breathless” as his or her neck is caressed. By the end though, “You leave me breathless” takes on an entirely different meaning as the hands close in around the trachea. Sin starts off all nice, but leaves us breathless in the end. One pastor has said, “You don’t do sin; sin does you.”

Eve believes The Big Lie and takes the fruit. She gives some to Adam, and they plunge themselves into darkness and despair, taking us down with them. Look at the immediate result: “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.” Pitiful. It was a sham. So they realized they were naked – they knew that already! Big deal. But now instead of reveling in it, they were ashamed by it all. They try to cover up with leaves (we’ll come back to that later); they hide from each other.

And they hide from God in the trees. Whereas previously they had had perfect communion with God, now they are cowering behind the very trees God had made. 

Let’s stop here for a moment and assess what has happened. Adam and Eve have believed The Big Lie, that God is not good and doesn’t have good plans for them. That He is holding back His goodness from them, and thus they should take it upon themselves to act as they think is best. They see, they desire, they take and then they hide. So often this is the pattern of sin. See-Desire-Take-Hide. The Big Lie thus creates a division between mankind and God, mankind and others, and even with mankind in himself.
 And we are plunged into ruin.  With that one act, Adam broke the “covenant of life,” and since he represented all of us as our covenantal head, we all fell with him. The Westminster Confession puts it this way: “Since the covenant was made not only for Adam, but also for his natural descendants, all mankind sinned in him and fell with him in his first disobedience.” The result of that fall? “The sinfulness of that fallen condition is twofold. First, in what is commonly called original sin, there is the guilt of Adam’s first sin with its lack of original righteousness and the corruption of his whole nature. Second, are all the specific acts of disobedience that come from original sin.” And the misery of the fall? “By their fall, all mankind lost fellowship with God and brought His anger and curse on themselves. They are therefore subject to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.” 

Yuck. But that’s where it all comes from. From Adam and Eve. They were able not to sin, and now we’re not able not to sin – we are in bondage to sin. We are born into sin. Our natures have been corrupted by the fall. We sin because we’re sinners – it’s in our bones. But it’s not ultimately inherent in us, which is a key difference. We are what Schaeffer calls “glorious ruins” for we once were great and we still retain our greatness (the image of God) and we have the possibility to be restored to greatness.

Can you see and feel the fall? What could have been?  Genesis 3 should cause us to cry out in anguish at what we’ve lost. But we would have done the same thing if we had been there. Adam and Eve represented us well. We are guilty.

Now what? Our “Fallen Condition Focus” has been exposed – we believed and still believe The Big Lie. God has every right to wipe us off the face of the earth. He can destroy us. He can squash his creation, which has spit in His face. 

But he doesn’t. God searches. One of the greatest words in the Bible is the small word, “but.” But God called to them, “Where are you?” Of course He knew where they were, but, coming to them as their covenantal God (the Lord God) engaged them in this conversation of relationship to bring them to repentance. “Where?” He asks. Adam offers a lame-o excuse – he was afraid because he was naked? He’s always been naked. “Who?” God asks. “Who told you that you were naked?” He wants them to see the deception and own up to the fact that the believed The Big Lie.  They weasel and blame-shift and never ultimately confess very well of their sins. “What?” He asks. “What have you done?” Tell me, talk to me and finally we hear the truth come out. “The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’”

The important thing to focus on here is that God initiates. He goes after them. They weren’t seeking Him, yet He still sought them.  Searches are expensive, and have to be called off after awhile. Some officials even want to send bills to the objects of their searches. It cost $20,000 for us to find you by helicopter since you decided to ski off the map, stupid. But if your child was lost, wouldn’t you give up everything to find him or her?
 

That’s what God did. He created everything and knows everything. He allowed the fall, and it sure seems like he could have prevented it - yes, but when he ordained it, it was at great sacrifice to Himself. He was not passively sitting up there shaking His head or wringing His hands or happy about it one bit. When He went on His search, it meant that He was committing to a covenant of grace, one that would result in the death of His own Son, the ultimate loss. (Romans 8:32)

God now pronounces His judgment for this grand sin. Read Genesis 3:15 – “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” This isn’t talking about a war between humans and snakes, 
 but about God creating a new people, a people within people, ones that will HATE The Big Lie and will work to destroy the lie and its proponents. Not only that, but that there will be One who will do this ultimately. Notice the tense changes between the first and second halves of the verse. We go from plural “offspring” to singular “he.” This “seed” will come down to one man, to someone who is so powerful that He can crush the head of the serpent while the serpent will only bruise or strike the heel of the man. Does that sound familiar?

Jesus crushes the head of Satan. The crucifixion of Christ was certainly a wound – God died on the cross of shame – but Jesus was ultimately vindicated by His resurrection. Showing that, although it looked like Satan had won a decisive victory, it was all planned and thought out and willful by the Son of God, who lived and died for His people. You see, Jesus is the Second Adam. He fulfilled all the laws that God commands and did not believe The Big Lie (put before even him in the Wilderness in Matthew 4). Though the First Adam plunges us into death and darkness, the Second Adam restores us to life and light. He seeks and saves that which is lost, just as God did in the Garden of Eden.

Back to Genesis 3 for the conclusion. God graciously kicks Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. Graciously? Yes, because they are judged according to their sins. God doesn’t sweep it under the rug, or attribute it to sickness. He takes their sin seriously, which gives them dignity. He gives them consequences of their sin, yet He still graciously provides for them by “covering” them with animal skins. And He keeps them away from the Tree of Life, which would have confirmed them forever in their fallenness. Unable to eat from it, they are able to live by grace and still be restored to relationship with God through a Redeemer. 

Finally, we see that God has put a cherubim in front of the gate of the Garden, one who guards it with a sword that flashes to and fro. We someday will return to that garden to eat from that tree: Revelation 22:1-6 says, “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” Wowza. That sure sounds like the Garden of Eden to me. The tree of life is still there, consummated by Christ, whereby we will be able to partake of it and have eternal life, not eternal judgment.  But the entrance to that city, to the Garden and to tree is through the sword. The sword of death must be wielded as a payment for our sins. Jesus bows his head to that sword and takes the blow for us. It is the only way for us to enjoy the Garden, to regain and restore our fellowship with God, man and ourselves and to “break the power of reigning sin, set the sinner free; his blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me.”

How have you believed The Big Lie? How do you act out the thought that God hasn’t been good to you? That you deserve better than what He has given to you? That you are judging Him (you have put him “in the dock” as CS Lewis says) and that if He can prove Himself, you would believe in Him? That you don’t trust Him to have your best in mind?

And when those things come out, how are you trying to cover yourself? What are your fig leaves? Work? Getting married? Having sex or at least being alluring and desired by the opposite sex? Power? Money? Achievement? Perfectionism? Privacy? Good works? You realize that they never really cover all the way don’t you? That when the winds blow, they come off or move too far around or come undone. That you must spend all kinds of energy repairing and adjusting and worrying about covering yourself.  That you are merely manipulating the facts to make yourself look good and desirable to others and that this will never ultimately satisfy you. 

But there is One who seeks you. He will cover you. He will know you and love you. You can be safe in your nakedness and vulnerability with Him. He will come under the sword for you. You must relinquish your hold on The Big Lie and trust Him. You must admit your failings, your desperate condition, your love for sin and death and destruction, and ask to be forgiven for the very nature of your soul. You must give over to Him, the Lord of All, the King of Creation, the Crusher of the Head, any thing that you hold back from Him, for they are all His. 

Is that too much? Does that sound suffocating and unreasonable? Then consider that you don’t yet fully realize the extent of your sin, of your fall, of the fall, of your deception, of your corruption, of your vileness. And you don’t really understand the full extent of God’s love, of His seeking you, of His taking His church for His bride, of His desire for you best, of His adoption of you as His child, of the cost He has paid for your redemption. 

� A line from the movie, Grand Canyon, says just this very thing.


� Which is a word play. The word, crafty rhymes with the word naked in 2:25. To catch the meaning and the connection between the two verses, we’d have to say something like “The people were nude and the snake was shrewd.” 


� Remember how Genesis 2 had ended – they were both naked and felt no shame. This means that they were vulnerable and yet secure. Nakedness is the most vulnerable position. Not only are you “at risk” physically (from being hurt and being laughed at), you are exposed and open before the eyes of another. Will he or she approve? Adam and Eve, thus, were both known and loved, something we all long for but figure we can’t get. So we settle for merely the “loved” part, so we think. But we can’t really be loved to the fullest until we are known. One implication of this is that we should reserve our nakedness for our spouse on our wedding  night. Why? Because that other person needs to commit to you beforehand, to covenant that he or she will love you and accept you no matter what they see or find out in the upcoming night and years to come. It is a picture of our relationship/covenant with God.


�Francis Schaeffer,  The God Who Is There, Chapter 3. They are hiding from “the truth” because it convicts them. They aren’t honest with themselves.


� Thanks to Tim Keller for this illustration and thought.


� I’m sure that movie has already been made.


� O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing, Charles Wesley.





