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We left off last week with God giving grace to Adam and Eve after the Fall, that terrible act that plunged them and us into a life of misery and separation from our true selves. Briefly, in Chapters 4 and 5 we immediately see the result of the Fall in the story of Cain and Abel. This is life East of Eden
, out of the Garden, filled with sin. The big question here though is what? I’ve already been asked a half dozen times here and probably it’s the most-often asked question: Where did Cain get his wife? I’ve attached a sheet on the back of these (They’re going like hotcakes!) to give you an answer to that question.


As we trace the line of Cain in Genesis 4, we see quite a line-up of shady characters. Lamech is the first recorded polygamist, something outside of God’s design for marriage. Lamech also takes revenge quite seriously – and through this we see the breakdown of God’s laws and intentions for Cain’s line.


Seth’s line though retains a measure of godliness. Not perfection by any means, but a desire to follow the ways of the Lord. Enoch stands out in Genesis 5 as a man who “walked with God” for 365 years and then God took him away without the pain of death.

We then get to Lamech of Seth’s line, the father of Noah. Lamech prophesied this about Noah: “He will comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by the ground the Lord has cursed.”
 What follows then is an explanation of just what that means.


As we then arrive at Genesis 6:5, we are in position to understand the degeneration of the world.
 But before we go there, let me ask you a question: How excited/thrilled/enraptured/swept away/content/motivated are you about your walk with God and spiritual life? My impression from many of you, from OU and our society in general and from my own heart and experience, is that you are rather blasé about God. That you aren’t too motivated to spend time with him? That church is way down the list of priorities. That things like prayer and time alone with God and spiritual retreats and scripture memory don’t push your buttons too much. You only talk about the Bible when forced to. Is that true? Is that where you are sitting today? If so, you are in the company of so many others. But why? Think about that for awhile. Why is the Christian life so boring for you? Why are you not consumed by it?


Some might say it’s because you haven’t received a second blessing of the Holy Spirit and aren’t speaking in tongues or appropriating healing, and thus you are in a sense a second-class Christian. Nonsense. Others might say that you haven’t been giving enough money away and thus God cannot bless you until you do. Nope, not right either. Still others might say that you are blocking God’s blessing from you by your inability to fully commit to the spiritual disciplines. If you would just make yourself pray more, read more, witness more, etc. you would see more excitement and contentment in your life. Though that may be partially true (be careful about this type of works so God will approve of me mentality though!!), it still isn’t at the core of what is wrong.


What is then, Serven? It’s Genesis 6:5 – “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become and that every inclination of his heart was only evil all the time.”  From this verse we see the intensity and extent of evil. We see it’s inwardness and its absoluteness. And we see that it is habitual and continuous.
  The inclusiveness of this verse is staggering: great, every, only, all. Evil isn’t just something that we do, it is in our blood. As I’ve said before, we aren’t sinners because we sin, but we sin because we’re sinners.


This is our Fallen Condition Focus. It shows us our sin. I’m convinced that if you aren’t too excited about the gospel of grace, about Christ and your relationship to Him, about the teaching and preaching of the Word and fellowship with other believers and the church, about sharing your faith with those who don’t know Him – that it’s because you don’t really think you’re too bad of a sinner. You’re saying you don’t fit into the Genesis 6:5 category or you’re changing it to say something like, “Some of the things I do are pretty bad I guess some of the time – hey, I’ll admit that.” Do you see that that’s not the true condition of your heart? That you are an idol factory? That you will ultimately yield your own destruction in this life and the life to come if you are left to the desires of your heart? We have to own up to that or else our faith and the person and work of Christ become merely just another religion.


If you can own up to Genesis 6:5, then you read Genesis 6:6 and see that God is grieved by our sinfulness, his heart was filled with pain. Wow. He isn’t sitting up there laughing at us and our stupidity and our rebellion like a boy with toy figures getting ready to smash them. He hates our sinfulness and grieves it way more than you and I do. So what does God then do?


Genesis 6:7 – “So the Lord said, ‘I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth – men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air – for I am grieved that I have made them.’”


Judgment. What is your reaction to judgment? Remember that whatever distaste you have – and distaste is certainly appropriate – God has already said that He is more grieved than you are. But would you rather not have any judgment at all? If we didn’t have judgment, then we wouldn’t have justice, nor mercy, nor dignity, nor equality, nor a functioning society. How can you be merciful in a disgusting situation unless you exert justice? I’m thinking of a stories in Thailand where young girls are put into life-time prostitution at ages of 10 and 12. If we go in and get them out, shouldn’t be prosecute the people who put them in that bondage? Isn’t that the merciful thing to do and doesn’t that actually take the crime and the perpetrator seriously enough to show them dignity and worth? I’m reading Tom Brokaw’s The Greatest Generation which is about the World War II veterans – our grandparents. For those  of you who’ve seen Saving Private Ryan, think about the opening scene, the taking of Normandy on D-Day. What pictures do you see? Death. Destruction. Chaos. Blood. Screaming. Why? Why all the judgment, all the death? To save Europe and probably the world from the evil of Hitler’s empire. People had to die and war had to be waged in order to achieve peace. Justice had to be brought down in order to achieve peace.


Justice is due and is intimately connected with mercy. Thus, if we understand Genesis 6:5 correctly, we see that God is exacting a just punishment on all mankind (and the world for whom we mankind is the representative). Every person’s inclinations are only evil all the time. Including Noah? Yes, including Noah. But there’s that word again, “But.” “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” That means Noah received grace from God, in spite of His sinfulness. Genesis 6:8 is in the context of Genesis 6:5 – don’t separate them. Even though Noah is a member of Genesis 6:5, God is showing Him favor/grace/undeserved mercy for one who deserves wrath. You see, this really isn’t fair, is it? Fair is when everyone gets the same thing. And fair in this situation is that all die for their sins. But God has Genesis 3:15 in mind – He has promised to raise up a people who will be saved by a Redeemer. That time is not now, thus there is more to do and more of Himself to reveal. Thus, He isn’t willing to wipe out every person, but decides to save one man and his family.

We then move through the rest of the flood story, something I’m sure you’ve heard many times. I hope though, now it makes some more sense because you can see the FCF and the grace that is inherent in the text. Why was Noah chosen? We really don’t know. After the text breaks, we read Genesis 6:9: “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God
.” Sure sounds like Noah was chosen because of what he did, you say. Two points I think will help clear that up. The first is that you have to realize that Genesis 6:9 is the start of another section of scripture (ah yes, a “pericope” as we like to say). It’s like the text is saying that Genesis 6:5-8 is the closing summary of what has gone on before and sets the stage for the next section. Now, because of the favor/grace (hesed) God showed to Noah, Noah began to live rightly before Him. Thus, Genesis 6:8 causes 6:9.
The second point is what these words in Genesis 6:9 mean. It helps to know that these two Hebrew words do not mean absolute moral perfection! As Gordon Wenham (in his excellent commentary on Genesis) says, "Righteous ... is the most general Hebrew term to describe good people... Someone called good in English would be described as righteous in Hebrew. So, in describing Noah as righteous, he is being pointed to as a good man who lived [basically] according to God's standards of behavior." He goes on to point out that “blameless”
 is a rarer, more intense term. The text also says Noah walked with God (like Enoch) -- and not even Abraham is said to walk with God, he is said to walk before God. Wenham concludes, "It thus appears that there is a progressive build-up in Noah's characterization: he was a good man (righteous like the majority of the Israelites.) More than that, he was blameless, the goal of all but achieved by few. Finally, he walked with God like Enoch, the only man in Genesis to have been translated to Heaven."

Noah is chosen as the man who receives the grace and favor of God, something he doesn’t in any way deserve – in fact, he deserves wrath for his sins.
 Amazingly, God enters into a covenant with him and his family. God elects them and 2 of every animal
 to repopulate the judged earth.


It starts to rain, God himself shuts the door of the huge boat (7:16) (Wenham: “Genesis, by ascribing this action [the shutting of the door] to the Lord, reiterates that Noah was saved by divine grace, not by his wisdom or heroic efforts
”), the earth floods, and everything but Adam’s family and the animals on the ark
 are destroyed. God here shows a pattern for judgment and salvation. It is profoundly this: Salvation comes through judgment. The very waters that were drowning everything else were lifting up God’s people. They had to trust him, had to exert tremendous faith to build this ark and enter into it (imagine the smell!) and allow God to lead and guide them where He willed (there is no mention of any sort of steering device). In doing so, they were saved.


And they know it. Noah gets off the boat and built an altar to the Lord. He understands God’s covenantal love and grace to him and his family and expresses that in gratefulness and gratitude. God smells the offering and responds with what we call the Noahic Covenant – He will never again destroy the earth. His promise is ratified by a rainbow
, which in the Hebrew is literally just a “bow” or a battlebow. It is what a warrior would use in battle to shoot an enemy with arrows. Some have offered that God has put that battle bow in the sky pointing toward himself as a sign that He will not flood the earth in such a way again.  

Is this merely a “second chance” for mankind? Some sort of radical social engineering to get rid of all the bad people and start over with only the good people? No way. Tim Keller’s wife teaches her children’s Sunday School class that three things entered the ark that day – Noah’s family, the animals and sin. Noah sinned and would do so again quickly (see the end of chapter 9). God knew that. He wasn’t fooled or naïve. In fact, he even says as much when he talks about what will happen when (not if) people start to kill each other again. And check out Genesis 8:21
, which occurs after the flood. Noah isn’t the second Adam, but is a man God used to bring about the people that He desired. In other words, it is a second chance in that now Noah and his family are able to begin again to fulfill God’s spiritual and cultural mandate for them. But it’s not like they now have to prove to God that they can do it or else He will punish them again. This second chance presupposes grace. It is in the context of grace. Our conversion isn’t a “second chance” to begin living perfectly now to prove ourselves to God. It’s in the context and backdrop of grace – a second chance to live as we were created to with grace and pleasing our Father and Redeemer.

Application

Our relationship with the earth


When we understand this story and especially its end, we see that we have a great responsibility for our world. God makes a covenant with us and “with every living creature on the earth… Never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” This gives us a real reason to care about the world because this world matters. We have the biggest reason to be ecological, but with a different direction. Most of the time the reason to take of the world is because we don’t want to destroy it for our later use (or our children’s later use). That is in the end just as selfish as using it up now because it is all about us. But we should desire to take care of the world because it is good. Because it images God better than we do. Because we can learn from it. Because God loves it. That should give me motivation to recycle and compost and plant trees and to not litter – and also to be on the side of proper hunting and building methods. 

Our relationship with people


Understanding Genesis 6-9 should make us the most loving people in the world. Sure there are generous people, but for so many it is actually in spite of what they truly believe. If you believe that we come from nothing and are headed toward nothing, then you should have the courage, like Nietsche, to realize that this life too is meaningless. Most people thus take an irrational leap of faith when they care about other people. But not Christians. We have a reason. All people are made in the image of God. He takes life seriously – that is the point of 9:5-6. That is why we should care about the retarded and elderly and the oppressed and mistreated.  That’s why we should give and be involved with the mercy ministries of our churches and in meeting the needs around us. One of the RUF students recently gave a friend $70 because he was broke and needed money to pay a speeding ticket. He could help and he did. That is mercy ministry. We don’t need to ask if people agree with us theologically or are even Christians – we need to help and give because people are created in and still retain the image of God in them. When we serve them we are giving glory to God’s creation. 

Our relationship with God


But if you don’t understand Genesis 6:5 and 6:8, you will probably do one of two things. You will either shrug your shoulders at your responsibilities to the world and to other people, or you will delve into those things to give you meaning and worth and those pressures will eventually crush you. Why? Because you will in the end be doing them for you, not for the sake of pleasing God. This is so subtle and is at the root of what Isaiah means in 64:6 when he says that “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” Even the good things we do are in the end for our own glory if they are not directed for the glory of God. The great Baptist preacher, Charles Spurgeon tells this story: There was a simple farmer who came to the king and presented him with a huge carrot. This is the biggest and best carrot I’ve ever grown and I want to give it to you, he said. The king accepted it and was pleased and said to the man, I want you to have an acre of land next to your land so you can be twice the farmer you are now and grow even more great carrots. A noble man in the court who raised horses overheard this conversation and began thinking. The next day the noble man came to the king and presented him with a horse. This is the strongest and best horse I’ve ever raised and I want to give him to you, the noble said. However the king figured out what was going on, and accepted the horse, thanked the man and sent him away. The next day, the king told the noble man, The farmer gave me the carrot, but you gave yourself the horse.


How can you get past yourself and focus on God? By understanding the flood, the rain and the rainbow. You have to own up to Genesis 6:5 and see the darkness of your sky. The mess you make of your life. The depravity of your heart apart from Christ. That is the backdrop of the rainbow. In a real sense, a rainbow is the intersection between storm and sun, between judgment and grace. Recently a student came to me and explained how she felt absolutely crushed because she realized she wasn’t nearly as good of a person as she thought she was. Though I was grieved of course by what had happened and wished it hadn’t, I was also overjoyed at the thought that now she might be ready to really understand and embrace God’s grace in its fullness. That she might now actually get it. The same is true for you. Let go of your pretense of goodness. See the rainbow that arises in the backdrop of the storm. Understand the judgment that is due you, and how that has been paid by someone else, someone who took the arrows that should have been pointed at you. Go out into the world then with graciousness and gratitude for what has been shown to you and given to you.
� I won’t do this every time but I want to identify all of my sources, which carry through for all of this series when dealing with the book of Genesis. Calvin, Waltke, Delitszsch, Kidner, Wenham, Alter, DeGraaf, Keller, Twitt and various others. I am grateful for the work of these men and only hope to do them justice. Learning from them is a privilege.


� You should read John Steinbeck’s East of Eden for a novel dealing with the Cain and Abel story in modern times. 


� This cry is echoed in 6:5 with God’s disappointment. The key words are the same in the two verses, something that doesn’t come across in English.


� So you noticed I’ve skipped over Genesis 6:1-4? Here are the possibilities: Angels and women, nobles and peasant women, or Sethite men and Cainite women. It seems to me to make the most sense if the last possibility is chosen, as the judgment in verse 3 is to mankind and not to any sort of spirit beings. Nobles and peasant women is the least possible option because it seems sort of forced. We have just had two chapters dealing with Cain people and Abel/Seth people. These two lines represent in some way the two peoples talked about in 3:15, thus when they begin to intermingle, God judges them harshly (I’m thinking that there are connections with say… Samson and Delilah and 1 Corinthians 7). He graciously says that he will take another 120 years before he will exert his judgment over them (120 years doesn’t refer to how long people will live from them on).


One other question you might have – who are these Nephalim? KJ and NKJ translates that word as “giants” but that isn’t right. The fact is, we just don’t know. The Nephalim were a race or group of people that were powerful and tyrannical. They were heroes of old, men of renown. Bad renown though.


� From G. Vos.


� Pascal: Certainly nothing offends us more rudely than this doctrine [original sin], yet without this mystery, the most incomprehensible of all, we are incomprehensible to ourselves. What a chimera then is man! What a novelty! What a monster, what a chaos, what a contradiction, what a prodigy! Judge of all things, imbecile worm of the earth; depositary of truth, a sink of uncertainty and error; the pride and refuse of the universe! It is dangerous to make man see too clearly his equality with the brutes without showing him his greatness. It is also dangerous to make him see his greatness too clearly apart from his vileness. It is still more dangerous to leave him in ignorance of both. But it is very advantageous to show him both. Man must not think that he is on a level either with the brutes or with the angels, nor must he be ignorant of both sides of his nature, but he must know both.


� He walked with God – like Enoch.


� The Theological Word Book Of The OT helps us understand this word “blameless,” and shows that it doesn’t refer to absolute moral perfection by pointing out that, either Adam or Satan (the text is ambiguous) is said to be blameless until “wickedness was found in you” in Ezekiel 28:15. And Job in Job 9:20 says (in a more literal rendering of the Hebrew) “Though I be blameless, He (in Hebrew it and he are the same word) shall prove me guilty.” Even Job, who is also described as blameless (in Job 1:1) knew that he was not morally perfect! (see Job 7:20-21, 9:2, 10:6, 14:16-17, 42:6)


� In regards to 7:1, Calvin writes, “Should any one object, that from this passage, God is proved to have respect to the works in saving men, the solution is ready; that this is not repugnant to gratuitous acceptance, since God accepts those gifts which he himself has conferred upon his servants.” (p. 264 of Genesis Commentary)


� Did you know there were elect animals?


� Wenham, Genesis Commentary, p. 182.


� There are 3 arks in the bible – Noah’s, the “ark” that saved Moses and the Ark of the Covenant.





� Calvin: Let men therefore acknowledge, that inasmuch as they are born of Adam, they are depraved creatures, and therefore can conceive only sinful  thoughts, until they become the new workmanship of Christ, and are formed by his Spirit to a new life. And it is not to be doubted, that the Lord declares the very mind of man depraved, and altogether infected with sin; so that all the thoughts which proceed thence are evil. If such be the defect of the fountain itself, it follows, that all man’s affections are evil, and his works covered with the same pollution, since of necessity they must savour of their original…. We please and flatter ourselves to such an extent that we do not perceive how fatal is the contagion of sin, and what depravity pervades all our senses. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the judgment of God, which pronounces man to be so enslaved by sin that he can bring forth nothing sound and sincere. (Genesis Commentary, p. 285)


� I heard this story from Keller, and the applications come from ideas he uses.





