
RUF Bible Study Ð Relationships - Men  
Doug Serven, RUF Campus Minister1 
October 28, 2009  
 
1 Timothy 3:1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an 
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to 
teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household 
well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how 
will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a 
snare of the devil... 
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to 
behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we 
confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among 
the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 
 

WeÕre looking at Dating Sex and Marriage this semester in RUF, and weÕve gotten to the place where I need to say a 
few words about men. Most of this will be directed to men, but women you can listen in and tell me what you think. What type 
of man do you want to be? What type of man do you want to marry? What type of men do you want to be friends with? 
 So much of what weÕll be talking about overlaps. I donÕt want to pull men and women so apart that we start to think 
they are two completely different species. We share so much in common, and God has made both men and women to be 
created in the image of God. So when I talk about godliness in men, IÕm not completely excluding women. When I say men 
should be leaders, I donÕt mean that women should never lead. So donÕt hear me make the distinction total.  
 That being said, men and women are different. IÕve been listening to a lot of the RadioLab podcast. ItÕs a science 
show where they make science interesting and relevant by telling stories through science. They often take pictures of the brain 
on their episodes, so I snagged one. These are actual scientific pictures of brains. First the womenÕs brain.  
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Notice the large need for commitment 
hemisphere found near the chocolate centre. 
The note at the bottom directs attention to 
how closely connected the sex cell is to the 
listening gland.  



And now I present to you the picture of the male brain: 
 
 

 
 
I donÕt think I need to make comment about this, but to notice there are a lot more areas to consider here, most of 

which are fairly small. Avoid personal questions at all costs area. Lame excuses gland. Ball sports.  
Obviously this is meant to be funny not offensive. I know that women think about sex, and men donÕt think about sex 

all the time.  
So if this brain scan isnÕt accurate, what are the differences between men and women? What are men to be like?2 
IÕve been trying to think of who it is in our culture that men really look up to and want to be like? Who do we 

emulate? Who do we point to and think, That guy has it? George Clooney? Hugh Hefner? Bill Gates? Tom Brady has a 
supermodel wife and three Super Bowl wins. Tiger Woods has a Swedish wife and is chasing golfing immortality.  

Right now in Oklahoma the winner may be Sam Bradford. HeÕs the most popular OU football player ever, according 
to the sports radio guys who have covered OU sports for 30 years. Sam is handsome, well-spoken, smart, seems to be a great 
guy, humble and about to make millions and millions of dollars in the NFL (we hope Ð the shoulder injury is a concern).  
 None of us will be like these men. IÕm sure most of us will be much less famous and far more normal. So what does 
the Bible have to say for us? What should men be like? 
 
 1 Timothy is a letter from Paul about what we are to be like and what we are to act like. Paul writes his young pastor 
Timothy instructions for setting up elders in his favorite church in Ephesus.  

In chapter three, Paul writes, 14 I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so 
that if I am delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the household of God. 

LetÕs look and see what men should be like and how they should act.  
 
 What is Wrong! 
 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
 This passage specifically talks about being an elder and this is directed at a specific office in the church. The elders 
are the leaders of the church, the ones who make the decisions in the church. Those elders are supposed to have the following 
qualifications, so the church wonÕt elect men according to a popularity contest or who has the most money or who is the best 
business man. What follows is mostly dealing with a manÕs character.  
 What IÕm saying is that this is what Paul wants all men to be like. Not just the elders. For sure the elders. But not only 
the elders. All of us men should aspire to be this way. It is a call to arms for all of us. LetÕs see what Paul wants us to be.   
 
  2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach. Elders are to be above reproach. This doesnÕt mean sinless, for that 
is impossible, but they are to have integrity in all things. Christians and nonChristians should think well of them in a 
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meaningful way, not in a popularity contest like high school president. Man looks at the outward appearance but God looks at 
the heart. What is going on with your life and your heart? Are you seeking to please God? Are you walking with God? Are you 
getting up and going to class? Are you responsible with your papers and tests? Do people respect you? When you mess up, do 
you say youÕre sorry?  

 
The husband of one wife. There is a lot of discussion as to what this means and who this might disqualify. Rest 

assured, that marriage and sex were just as messed up in PaulÕs day as they are now. Polygamy, rampant divorce, sexual 
deviances, mistresses, boy sex slaves Ð all of that was a part of PaulÕs culture. They werenÕt good back then. 

Paul speaks into that sexually deviant culture with a different word. The text says that an elder is to be a Òone-woman 
man,Ó and I think that means he should love only his wife. It doesnÕt mean that you have to be married (doesnÕt disqualify 
single men). It doesnÕt mean you canÕt have remarried because your wife died (disqualify remarried widowers). I donÕt think it 
means that divorced and remarried men cannot be elders, although the reputation of the man would have to be looked at in this 
issue. It means he loves his wife, doesnÕt flirt with other women, and he would not do anything inappropriate with anyone. 
Needless to say this has been broken time and time again.  

How can we apply this to our discussion. The first thing that comes to my mind is pornography. Men, itÕs time to stop 
with the pornography. Porn is killing us in our culture.  It is so common and so tragic. Porn has become almost a ÒwallpaperÓ 
of our lives, certainly of our computers. It used to be pretty hard to get porn. I was shown porn for the first time on a BoyScout 
camping trip in the tent of the older guys. I was 13. But I didnÕt come into contact with it very often over the next few years. A 
few times IÕd sneak downstairs to watch some Cinemax when I though no one was looking. It got into and grabbed my heart. 
The internet sealed it and made it so much easier to look and look.  

I know it in my own life. I know it as a pastor for college students. I would be shocked if you havenÕt looked at porn. I 
would be surprised if you havenÕt looked since the semester started. I would not be surprised at all if you have looked at porn 
this week already.  

This isnÕt only a man problem. More and more women are getting into pornography. ItÕs a growing problem among 
women, and you need to stop as well.  

You know the shame and guilt it brings. You know how it puts you in a spiritual hole, how you donÕt feel you have 
any worth at all as a person. How debilitating it is for your life with God and others. You are ashamed. But you go back again 
and again. ItÕs a place of escape.  

Porn almost always goes with masturbation. Masturbation is sex with yourself. You use yourself and you use others 
for your own personal pleasure, because you love and worship orgasm. Orgasms are awesome things, created by God to give 
you pleasure. But they go with marriage and commitment and your wife. Masturbation is monosexuality.  

When you give over to masturbation and pornography you are destroying yourself and how God made you. Many of 
you think this problem is going to go away when you get married. You think this problem will be over. I tell you that it will 
not. You will soon realize interacting with a real person, with a real woman, is very, very difficult. She will not want to have 
sex with you whenever you want to, as often as you want to, in the positions you want to. As Naomi Wolf writes, you will soon 
realize she has a more varied vocabulary than More! More! You Stud! This will make you both very angry and very lonely and 
youÕll be thinking your precious orgasm will need to attained without bothering her back to porn you go.  

Not only will it make you angry but it will make so you unsatisified. Hear Wolf from her artcle ÒThe Porn MythÓ:  
The onslaught of porn is responsible for deadening male libido in relation to real women, and leading men to see 

fewer and fewer women as Òporn-worthy.Ó Far from having to fend off porn-crazed young men, young women are worrying 
that as mere flesh and blood, they can scarcely get, let alone hold, their attention. Here is what young women tell me on 
college campuses when the subject comes up: They canÕt compete, and they know it. For how can a real womanÑ with pores 
and her own breasts and even sexual needs of her own (let alone with speech that goes beyond ÒMore, more, you big stud!Ó)Ñ  
possibly compete with a cybervision of perfection, downloadable and extinguishable at will, who comes, so to speak, utterly 
submissive and tailored to the consumerÕs least specification? For most of human history, erotic images have been reflections 
of, or celebrations of, or substitutes for, real naked women. For the first time in human history, the imagesÕ power and allure 
have supplanted that of real naked women. Today, real naked women are just bad porn. 3 
  I could go on and on. ItÕs time for you to stop. Whatever your reasons for being in this place, today is the day for 
repentance and release. God has called the captives free. You do not need to be in this bondage. A part of being a man and 
being a leader is to stop this. Download a pornblocker on your computer. Safeeyes.com (put in the code RUF when you get to 
the payment option to get a discount). Covenanteyes.com doesnÕt block but it reports your activity. Give it to you pastor or 
your mom. Someone who will ask you about it and not just blow it off when you mess up. Go to settingcaptivesfree.com and 
go through the free internet course there. It will direct you to the gospel and the Bible.  
 Read Samson and the Pirate Monks and attend one of the weekly Samson Society meetings where men are gathering 
to talk about how theyÕre doing and tell their stories with each other.  
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 For heavenÕs sake, donÕt cheat on your girlfriend or wife. DonÕt flirt with other women. Protect your heart. DonÕt have 
conversations with women that you wouldnÕt have with your wife. DonÕt take off your wedding ring when you go out. Be a one 
woman man. Love your wife, even now. Be satisfied with her breasts alone by not looking at anyone elseÕs breasts. Keep your 
hands off these women, these women who are GodÕs daughters. As Mark Driscoll says, those hands are meant to be hands of 
prayer, not of feeling up women.  
 WeÕve been using the Westminster Catechism to remind ourselves of what we are to be about and do. What is the 
chief end of man? ManÕs chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.  So, not to be shocking but I think this actually 
applies, what is the chief end of a penis? The chief end of a penis is to glorify God and enjoy him (God) forever. Think about 
that.  
 Men, there is a place for your sexuality. It is the wonderful, beautiful place of one man and one woman in one 
covenant for one flesh for a lifetime. That is where you are to go. This might be a motivation to get your act together and find a 
wife instead of dinking around so much with no direction and no where to go.  
 Whew.  
  

4 He must manage his own family well, having children who respect and obey him. 5 For if a man cannot manage his 
own household, how can he take care of GodÕs church? This logic is inherent in PaulÕs sentence. If you canÕt manage your own 
family, how can you manage GodÕs family?  Paul is telling these men Ð heÕs telling us Ð to grow up and be responsible. This 
can be seen most obviously with a wife and children, but I think it can also be seen for all men, and even as you are single.  

Basically it means you need to grow up. ItÕs time to grow up. I know youÕve been treated as a kid for a long time, and 
this idea of perpetual adolescence is a powerful one in our society. You have been given so many free passes so many times 
that there doesnÕt seem to be much reason to grow up. Except God wants you to, and you must do so in order to find a wife. 
DonÕt be a slacker.  

Get up and get out of bed. Why are you sleeping til noon? Why are staying up so late and sleeping so long on a 
Friday? Why arenÕt you up and volunteering at the service project? Why is your bank account so low? Get a job and save some 
money Ð youÕll need one for a ring someday if youÕre hoping to get married. Why is your car such a piece of junk and so dirty? 
Why is your room so messy? These are boy things, not man things. Grown ups donÕt take their laundry home to their moms. 
Being a man means getting a job and have a distinct residence and income from your parents. A man is to leave his father and 
mother to be united to his wife.  
 

He must exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. This is similar to being above reproach. If a 
man canÕt control himself, how would he be able to lead others? He must be well thought of and live a wise life.  

Do you live wisely? Do you spend money when you have it or are you racking up huge debts? Are you spending your 
time well? Are you able to say no to things you shouldnÕt do and do things you should do? Can you leave at night? Are you so 
driven by your penis that you canÕt show self-control and go home? Do you treat women well? Do you open the door for them 
and respect them? What do people say about you? Can they see Jesus in your life? Can they see how you are changing? 

 
Under this category, we could put these qualifications: 3 He must not be a heavy drinker or be violent. He must be 

gentle, not quarrelsome, and not love money. Paul doesnÕt say you cannot drink alcohol, but he says you must not be a 
drunkard. That is true for all of us. DonÕt get drunk. Are you always drinking? Are you always at parties where there is 
drinking? Are you or people around you misusing alcohol? This is a huge thing, especially on our college campuses. It is 
leading to ruined lives, to rape and abuse, to pregnancies and abortions, to the sexualization of each other. ItÕs not leading to 
love. When you enter a bus to be taken somewhere so no one has to worry about drunkenness, then you are entering into a 
dangerous place.  

What about violence? Are you violent? Do you raise your voice? Do you throw things? Do you hit? You should never 
threaten a woman with violence. That is not okay. You need to repent now and talk to someone about your anger and where it 
comes from and how to defuse it. Women, if he ever, ever hits you, you must leave. No questions asked. Get out.  

I was talking about fighting when we were discussing marriage. I mentioned how every marriage needs a certain level 
of fighting or else itÕs not real and honest. But when I mean fighting, I donÕt mean screaming and yelling. I donÕt mean threats 
of leaving or divorce. I donÕt mean throwing things at each other. I donÕt mean hitting. If those things are happening, then 
break up immediately. Those are huge, huge warning signs. Do not marry a person who does those things.  

God says men are to be gentle. We can be strong but also gentle in bringing out the best in people, in our wives. Are 
you gentle or are you mean? Are you always arguing? Are you so defensive that no one can talk to you? Can you listen to 
others? 

Men shouldnÕt love money but they use it wisely. A godly man knows that money is a good thing to be used by God. 
He is generous. He knows that he should give at least 10% of his money to God and to not do so is actually stealing from him. 
He tries to make as much money as he can in order to provide for his family. That doesnÕt mean living on a country club or 
leasing an new Lexus every other year. It may not mean private school for your kids or fancy vacations or even that every child 
you have gets his or her own room. But it does mean that you shoulder the load of responsibility for your family. You donÕt 



offload some of that to your wife and make her carry that burden. You provide for her. You work. You give money away to the 
church, to RUF, to missions, to a Compassion kid. Are you doing this? 
 

hospitable Men are to show hospitality. That is not a womanÕs job, though many women do it very well and weÕre 
thankful. Men canÕt just delegate that away. Men you should allow people into your lives and give up your privacy and comfort 
in order to minister to people. This is really what this is talking about Ð ministry. Do you know how to cook food for people? 
Can you set a table and clear the dishes? Can you invite people into your home in order to talk and do something besides watch 
football together? Or are you always in your man cave? Some of you think God is going to ask you how your dynasty on 
College Football 2009 for the PS3 went while you were living? HeÕs not. He wants to know if you were a faithful servant. With 
your time. With your money. With the people around you. With the women in your life. With your children. With your church. 
Do you minister to others? 
 

able to teach. He must be able to teach. He must know the truth and be able to communicate it to others with firm 
conviction. This doesnÕt mean that you have to get up front and do what IÕm doing. It doesnÕt mean you have to lead a Bible 
study, though that would be great. It means for our purposes at least that you need to be able to talk about your faith. You need 
to be able to express what youÕre learning. That you are regularly reading the Bible, going to Bible study, reading the Bible and 
talking about with others. We donÕt have to pull teeth to get you to Bible study or RUF. You donÕt have a million of excuses 
about why you canÕt be there. You memorize scripture and catechism because you care about GodÕs word. You join a church 
and get committed to it. You work on this area in your life. You read a book that will help you walk with Jesus.  

That makes you an interesting Christian man. That means you have something to talk about. You draw this same type 
of thing in the woman you are dating and the woman you marry, with your kids, with your friends.  

 
6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the 

devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil... 
This reminds us that Christian men should be growing Christian, and they shouldnÕt be proud ones. They are humble 

men who understand that God loves them even though they are sinners. They arenÕt arrogant and proud all the time. TheyÕre 
realizing the gospel of grace more and more every day. TheyÕre Christians. They do Christian things. They look like Christians 
look in their actions. They talk like Christians talk. They donÕt send crude messages. They are kind with their words. They 
donÕt fool people into thinking theyÕre Christians and try to talk women into thinking they are when theyÕre not walking with 
God. Women, donÕt fall for it. If heÕs doing it for you, then itÕs not real. Sure, I would always commend you to use your Ògirl 
powersÓ for good and invite him to RUF, Bible study and church. But if heÕs only doing that for you, then donÕt date him. Do 
not, do not, do not marry him. 

Men, itÕs time to wake up. So many of you are either cowards or chauvinists.4 Because of the fall of Adam and the 
curse men have on them from sin, we work out our sinfulness either by shrinking back or bowing up.  

Many of you are cowards. You donÕt want to lead. YouÕd rather sit back in the shadows. You donÕt take 
responsibility. YouÕre afraid to do things. You donÕt ever want to be wrong, so you donÕt ever do much of anything. Your 
passivity is tremendous. You are forcing these women to lead you because you wonÕt grow up and be a man. Put on your man 
pants and get in the game here. You are to be a leader. ThatÕs how you earn respect. Stop being such a coward.  

Others of you are chauvinists. You have reacted the other way. You are so worried about not being a man that you 
caricature what being a man is. You think anything feminine is ÒsissyÓ and you wonÕt do that. You wonÕt cry. You wonÕt share 
your feelings.  You show off. You threaten and bully. You use your strength against women to dominate them. YouÕre loud 
and brash and mean. YouÕre jerks. Stop being that way. ThatÕs not biblical manhood at all. Enough.  

I think itÕs tough in our society to be a man. We equate manhood with a lot of money, sexual promiscuity and with a 
lifelong love affair with work. That stinks. WeÕve looked through 1 Tim 2 and seen what Biblical manhood should look like Ð 
are you concerned? Are you shaken? 

 
 What Can We Do?  
 So itÕs my job to alarm you and you are alarmed.5 What can we do? 
 You can be more responsible for yourself and for others. You can pick up your room. You can go to class and turn in 
your homework. You can get up at a decent time. You can moderate your game playing to a more reasonable level. You can 
have people over. You can join a church and a Bible study. You can stop looking at porn, install a blocker and get help. You 
can keep your hands off yourself and off of your girlfriend. You can start to give more money away and be generous. You can 
admit your anger problem and talk to someone about it. You can go to Samson Society. You can stop sleeping with your 
girlfriend, stop groping her, stop touching her breasts, the breasts of someoneÕs wife. You can grow up.  

                                                
4 This thought comes from DriscollÕs sermon Marriage and Men.  
5 Keller says this. I stole it from him.  



 HereÕs one thing you can do, and the women can do this too. So many of you write off so many others just by looks 
alone. You have bought into our sexualized culture of looks and beauty in ways you donÕt even notice. ItÕs just so easy. Tim 
Keller talks about this, so IÕm quoting ideas from him.  
 If you are a man and you walk into a room with 20 women, I think most of you would instantly categorize 15 of them 
as not your type, not pretty enough to date or whatever it is your standard is for beauty and looks. So that leaves you five left to 
choose from. You are hoping that one of those five are interesting and lovely. Often you will not like some of those five 
because theyÕre not ÒdeepÓ enough.  
 But the problem is Ð YouÕre not deep. You just threw out 15 women on the least deep reasons possible. Now youÕre 
saying some of the five who are left arenÕt deep? Come on. This is the antithesis of HTMF (Here to Make Friends). This is 
HTGAHG Ð Here to Get a Hot Girlfriend. ThatÕs all you care about. Women intuitively know and understand this. They worry 
about it and it makes them feel terrible inside, no matter if you pick them or donÕt pick them. They feel like theyÕre just bodies 
on display, and they know they can work out and diet and do pilates but so much if it is just how God made them and their 
parentsÕ genes, and they canÕt control that. You are making them feel that cultural beauty is all that matters.  
 How about instead you work hard on being friends with women of all shapes and sizes? How about you ask someone 
interesting to the date party instead of your usual suspects? How about you consider that dates are more about friendship and 
less about how sexy or hot someone is. Ladies, what if you did the same and you thought about this manÕs character and how 
he treats people before you reject his date proposal because heÕs not cute enough for you? 
 
 So there are a lot of things we can do, and those things matter. But ultimately doing things wonÕt really work.  You 
canÕt just go out of here and say, ÒIÕm going to be a better man!Ó ÒIÕm going to grow up!Ó ÒIÕm going to stop!Ó  
 Your strength, your riches, your wisdom are not what can save you. We all mess up. We all sin. We all do things we 
shouldnÕt do and donÕt do things we should do. We all have inherited cowardice or chauvinism from out fathers and their 
fathers and our cultural fathers. We use women. We slip out of responsibility because itÕs so much easier. We are so selfish.  
 So how can we change that? How can we become godly, responsible, gentle, gospel-centered men? 
 Paul tells us at the end of the passage about elders. He writes:  

14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought 
to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we 
confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among 
the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 
 Yes, heÕs talking about behavior, which we have definitely been discussing. But he says that behavior is rooted in 
something. That behavior with each other as men and women in the household of God has a pillar, a buttress. It has strength to 
it. It has rebar. ItÕs amazing how far down people have to dig in order to get something to be strong and stable. All these 
buildings around campus have a massive infrastructure beneath them. They had to dig and dig down to pour concrete and 
install steel girders so that building will stand the test of time and not crumble while the tornado winds blow through the city.  
 What is that pillar? It canÕt be ourselves. We canÕt be our own pillars. We cannot be our own strength. It has to be 
something else.  
 Paul tells us our strength must be found in Christ alone. That is the mystery of godliness Ð that godliness isnÕt in found 
ultimately coming from ourselves, but from someone else, from Jesus.  
 He was manifested in the flesh. Jesus came as a real man to die. It wasnÕt a metaphor. It wasnÕt something that was 
just a man who did good but was understood. He was God himself come to earth, vindicated by the Spirit and seen by angels. 
This Jesus lived the perfect life. He was the perfect man. He embodied strength, gentleness, manliness, and holiness. Jesus was 
no coward. He entered into situations with strength and courage.  
 He also wasnÕt a chauvinist. He loved women and treated them with respect and honor. He treated them as people, and 
as women. They had dignity and worth around Jesus, and they responded to him. He achieved so much by being responsible 
and giving his life away for his bride. He moved from the delights and comforts of heaven into hardship in order to love people 
who werenÕt giving him to props and who completely misunderstood him. He forgave people for hurting him and went towards 
them in love and commitment. He died on the cross for our sins. He didnÕt commit suicide. He wasnÕt thrown out like a 
sacrifice to appease the gods. He willingly went to the cross to die for others Ð he took the punishment due to us in order that 
we might be right with God. That takes courage. That is pain. That is strength in love. This Jesus was raised in glory and will 
return again.  
 A true man understands this and finds his identity in Christ alone.  What about you? Do you have this type of passion 
and identity for knowing Christ.  
 Women, does your man look like this? DonÕt look for perfection. HeÕs not actually Jesus. He will mess up. He is a 
man, after all. DonÕt expect him to be perfect. HeÕs a 20-year-old or 22-year-old man. But is he a man or is he acting like a 
boy? Or a privileged little monster? Expect him to grow up. You canÕt make him. DonÕt be his mom. Drop him if heÕs not and 
look for someone better. Remember that you most want to see a deep spiritual life of repentance and learning of the riches of 
Christ Jesus.  



 Men, does this text slay you? ItÕs time for that day of repentance today. For you to see your sins and walk with Jesus. 
For you to come to faith in Christ and stop trying to live life on your own. For you to seek the courage, strength, wisdom and 
tenderness of Jesus alone for your identity and worth.  

What will make you a spiritual leader? Ò[Spiritual leadership] is not won by promotion, but by many prayers and tears. 
It is attained by confessions of sin, and much heartsearching and humbling before God; by self-surrender, a courageous, 
sacrifice of every idol, a bold, deathless, uncompromising and uncomplaining embracing of the cross, and by an eternal, 
unfaltering looking unto Jesus crucified. It is not gained by seeking great things for ourselves, but rather, like Paul, by counting 
those things that are gain to us as loss for Christ. That is a great price, but it must be unflinchingly paid by him who would be 
not merely a nominal but a real spiritual leader of men, a leader whose power is recognized and felt in heaven, on earth and in 
hell.6 
 Men, donÕt hear me preaching to you a Nike Just Do It Christianity. You cannot do it. You are a drowning man Ð 
being told to swim is obviously the solution but you canÕt swim. You need help. Courting isnÕt going to solve these problems. 
Not kissing until youÕre married isnÕt going to deal with the gospel issue in your heart. ItÕs not the outward fences you build up 
to protect yourself from sin. Those may or may not be appropriate, but without a heart changed by the gospel I could care less 
if you believe in courtship or not. 
 Look at these things and repent. DonÕt change your actions first Ð first change your attitude. See ChristÕs love for you. 
Confess your need for him. Be broken by your pursuit of wrong, by your manipulation of good things. And see JesusÕ love for 
you. Be a man who has been forgiven much. Be a man who needs Jesus and admits it.  
 Sure the Boy Scouts have a good motto Ð trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, thrifty, brave, 
clean and reverent. Those are great things and we should be like that. But a Christian man finds himself not in his good works 
but in ChristÕs good works. Jesus is the real man.  

ÒChrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.Ó 
What is the chief end of man? ManÕs chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him forever? 
What is the chief end of men? The chief end of men is to glorify God and enjoy him (God) forever? 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                
6 Samuel Logan Brengle, The Soul-WinnerÕs Secret, London: The Salvation Army, 1918, p. 22. 


