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We’re to the fifth (and last) installment of my outline of Jacob’s life: 1. Birth and Birthright,  2. Blessing,  3. Bethel (I did points two and three in one message) ,  4. Betrothed, Beaten and Babies,  5. Back on the run,  6. Blessed, Brothers.

This is really the last part of Jacob’s life. He reappears here and there throughout the rest of Genesis, but this is his big moment. Again, let me remind you of the peculiar nature of the Bible. Here we have one of the great patriarchs of the Bible, of Judaism, of Christianity – what would we expect to find as we read about him. Most religious stories of this nature would show us a hero of virtue for us to emulate. We might see a few character flaws here and there but in the end we would be expected to see a life to follow, a devotion and obedience modeled in front of us. Be like this, these stories tell us.

Is that what we’ve found? No way. Abraham is no good. Isaac doesn’t follow through. Jacob is a schmuck. They are failures. The women are no better. Rotten people. And yet these are the beginnings of the men and women who followed God?

This is where we have to make sense of the curveball the Bible throws us. As Tim Keller puts it, the Bible isn’t here to show us how to live a good life, but to show us how God comes down and makes us live a new life. Jacob is a supreme example of that – he never really does things right.  But here, as the sun goes up on this morning, Jacob truly is radically transformed into a new person. We’ve been wondering if it would happen, and now we see that it finally does.


We last saw that Jacob had fled Laban. He heard God’s voice to go back to his homeland, and, somewhat surprisingly, Jacob actually obeys that voice. Here he is camped out and about to meet his arch-nemesis, Esau, who is also his brother. Remember that Jacob and Esau are twins and that when they were born, Esau came first and Jacob came second. Jacob was clutching Esau’s heel when they entered the world, so his name means, He clutches the heel, or He cheats. They grew up and at one point Jacob tricked or cheated Esau out of his birthright. Later on, with the help of his mother, he tricked or cheated Esau out of Isaac’s blessing and Esau said “The days of mourning my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Isaac.” (27:41) When Rebekah heard Esau say this she sent Jacob away to her brother, Laban in Haran, where Jacob was tricked into marrying Leah before Rachel. Sons and daughters were born and Jacob finally, after twenty years of work, escaped Laban.

And here he sits. Tomorrow he will face his brother Esau, and he has no idea what to expect. He fears the worst, however, and prudently divides his family and his flocks. He’s prayed a really good prayer to God, asking for his blessing on the next day. He’s sent ahead gifts to his brother as a sort of a peace offering. 


And now, as the sun goes down there is nothing left to do.  Verse 21 sets the scene: “So the present passed on ahead of him, and he himself stayed that night in the camp.”


With all this in mind, let’s look at how you can know you have a real relationship with God. That’s what this passage speaks of. How can you know that God is real? We have just gone through the Christmas season, where we celebrate the fact that God became a man and dwelt among us. Here in this passage we have another manifestation of God, don’t we? We’d call it a theophony, a God-presence. We’d call it an amazing thing. We’d call it a miracle perhaps. Does this still happen today? Are there any principles we can see from this text that we might apply to our own lives?

Drawing from Tim Keller’s outline
, let me offer to you four points for you to consider.


Do you wish to know that God is real? Then you must:


Meet God yourself.

Verse 24 says, “And Jacob was left alone.” Here he sits in his tent on the eve of what could be the most dramatic day of his life. He might die the next day. He has no one else around. Just him.


You’ve seen this scene before in movies, and it isn’t difficult to imagine it here. It is the calm before the storm. The time for reflection, for taking stock of your life. And it is here, in this aloneness, in the dark that Jacob experiences God. By himself. 


Let me ask you, what do you think about when you’re alone? What do you think about when you’re not thinking about anything? It has been said that whatever that topic, that thing is, that that is your real passion, your real god. You have to get alone to deal with it, to know it.


I’m not downplaying the importance of community.  Community is essential in the Christian life, in human life. We must have friends and family around to make meaning for us, to celebrate with us, to laugh and cry with us, to mourn with us. To feast with us. It’s one of the most important things of our Christian growth, something that I take great pains with as far as RUF, and something I wish so many “lone rangers” would understand better. We must have community.

But some of you know that that community isn’t all there is. Some of you have experienced the coasting of community. You grew up in church. You were in the youth group and youth choir and went on trips. You talked about God because that was the topic of conversation. You believed it. But then you moved away from that community and, perhaps suddenly, perhaps over time, God grew distant from you. You didn’t talk about it any more. You stopped going. God wasn’t real anymore.


Or think about it this way. You know the feeling of excitement you have when you gather 80,000 people for an OU football game? There is electricity in the air. You can have that at a worship meeting. You get several hundred or a few thousand people in a room and start singing and the hair can stand up on the back of your neck. You longed for that. You made time out of your schedule for that, you believe in that… and when it’s over… you don’t believe any more. You are confused and wondering and can’t make sense of things and don’t know where God is.

You were or are or know people who were or are caught up in the movement and don’t need God yourself. It’s possible to listen to other people’s experience with God and that fills you with hope, but you haven’t ever experienced it or encountered it yourself. You’re living off other people’s faith. God hasn’t penetrated you to the core. 


Do you realize that there will come a time in your life when you will be alone and that you will have to face God yourself? If you have a serious injury or illness, we may all be there surrounding you. We’ll tell you that you won’t have to go through it alone, but when they wheel you into the operating room, guess what – you’re there alone. 


My parents told me one time about a woman in their nursing home who was sad on her 100th birthday. They asked her why, and she said because all her kids were all dead already. She was alone with her memories. 

 
You will face God alone. No one will be in there with you. When you do, will have God with you there? Sometimes it will be forced upon you, this dealing with God by yourself. But you can also build it into your days and months and years by planning personal retreats and time with God where just you and He talk to each other. Where you listen. Where you take notes. Where you pray. What would he say in such a time to you? Can he speak to you? 

Can you stop living off of others’ faith and get to know him yourself so that if circumstances change, you would still long for him and seek him out?


Meet God in your weakness.


This is a scary point. We do not have a tame God. 


Think again about what is going on here. Jacob, the cheater and deceiver is finally getting it together. After messing around and showing practically no faith in his life, we are relieved that he is being responsible and courageous and even believing God’s promise and command in chapter 31. He is willing to obey God at the risk of his own life. He prays. He gets alone to deal with himself and God before his big moment. Yeah Jacob! Great job! Keep it up! 

So what do you expect God to do with this man who is obeying God, who is praying and who is desperate? Think about that as a real question. Here you have a guy who is pulling his life together, who is living what appears to be a life of faith, who is displaying the fruits of the Spirit. He’s having a quiet time and everything. What does God do with a man like that?


The rest of verse 24: “And a man wrestled with him until the break of day. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.”

What does God do? He assaults him. Yikes. God absolutely ambushes him. They wrestle all night long. 
I’ve been to a few wrestling practices and matches with Coach Spates, and though I don’t know that much about wrestling, I know that wrestling will absolutely wear you out. There’s a reason they only wrestle three two-minute periods. It is intense and takes everything you have to go head to head with someone else, and they didn’t even have an official to monitor the biting and illegal holds that can slip into the heat of the battle. What does God do?  He takes him to the mat! That’s what God does with a guy like that. What do you think about this sort of God?

Is this the traditional, conservative Christian God that we hear about? The one that rewards people who do the right thing? The God who helps those who help themselves? That conception of God leaves people alone as long as they don’t sin. We don’t have that here. 

But, likewise, this isn’t the liberal God who just loves people and leaves them alone to work things out. That conception of God leaves people alone period. He doesn’t interfere with anyone’s lives, but leaves us alone to work it out the best we can. Having an encounter with this God isn’t that important because all roads lead to heaven and all faiths are equally as valid. Is that what we see here? Nope.


God is assaulting Jacob here, there’s no way around it. It must be true since it’s so “out there.” Who would invent something like this that doesn’t seem to make sense?

“God’s presence does not mean ease of conflict; in fact, it often brings unexpected difficulties. Both encounters with the angels of God seem hostile to Jacob’s agenda.”

You see,God is hostile go Jacob’s well-being. In the physical sense, because he is literally attacking his body. He’s causing Jacob to suffer in the flesh. He is causing the suffering. Why?
We can’t always see why. Jacob didn’t know it. Here he is sleeping and praying and sipping some wine and thinking about the next day and BOOM, a stranger shows up in a singlet. Jacob didn’t know yet about chapter 33, but I’m guessing he didn’t think that this evening’s events were conducive to a resolution to the next day. 

God has plans for our suffering. But the cool thing is that he’s there and involved with us in it. That’s the amazing part. He’s there with us. But, having said that, the scary part is that he wrestles us into a transformed life instead of comforts us into it. He actually initiates the wrestling. He actually initiates the pain and suffering. He initiates the sweat and tears that Jacob experiences this night.

Then look. At some point, Jacob figured it out along the way. He started wrestling a man
 and by the end of the evening he knew he was wrestling God. When did that transformation of knowledge happen? Verse 25 says that it happened when God touched/tapped/lightly brushed Jacob’s hip. The story is told in a way to make you realize this wasn’t a twisted hip or a normal wrestling injury. It was a touch. We’re wrestling… a light tap… and Jacob is out for the count, out for his career, with a limp for the rest of his life. Now, I would assume that Coach Spates can attest that that is not normal. 
As much as he was an equal in wrestling with God, imagine, through the pain what must have gone on in Jacob’s mind. He wrestles his heart out and get touched with a pinky finger – he then realizes that this person or this God or WHATEVER THIS IS could have wiped him out with just a nod, a word. 
And so the lights get turned on for Jacob. He says in verse 26, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

When did that transformation happen again? At the moment of weakness, at the moment of pain. It was only then that Jacob realized what was happening, what he was dealing with and what he most needed.

Ouch. This is no fun to hear, even for me. What we’re saying is that the weakness and the pain and the bad situations in your life may be brought to you by God in order for you to finally wake up and turn to and trust in him. This could be situational with your job or college or getting pregnant or seeing someone injured or any other “freak” accident. But it could also be metaphysical; you have the pain of your past, or not feeling wanted or measuring up to your peers or expectations or any other self-image problem you’re wrestling with. Could God be the one causing your pain so you can see Him in a new way, in a first way? 
God becomes the enemy of your old self and brings you into weakness so he can begin to bring you into your new self.


Meet God in the center.


What does this mean – meet God at the center? First, what does Jacob mean? Remember? Jacob means “deceiver” or “cheater” or “wrestler.” 

A man came and Jacobed with him. Someone has finally out Jacobed Jacob. This name is Jacob’s life, his identity. Jacob had totally lived out his name. He was a man looking for an advantage, looking for an opening, looking for a takedown. He had been a conniver, stealing Esau’s birthright and when that wasn’t enough, the very blessing so honored in his family. He had a few bouts with Laban, but in the end came out victorious with him as well.

But with whom was he wrestling? If you had asked him, Jacob would have said it was Esau. He would have told you that Esau was the problem with his life, he was the one who stood between him and his happiness.  If it weren’t for Esau, I would have had the blessing and the birthright and I never would have left my family and I would have had an outstanding life. Damn that Esau!

But God comes and says, you’ve got it all wrong. You thought that tomorrow was the climax, the big moment if your life, but you were wrong. It’s not Esau, it’s not Laban, it’s not your wives, it’s me. It’s not tomorrow, it’s tonight and this morning. Your problem is that you aren’t dealing with me. You’ve been wrestling with me without knowing it all these years.  I’m the root of your life. You want to be Jacob? Jacob with me, buddy. Bring it on.

But the other theme of Jacob’s life is blessing. Over and over again, the blessing comes up.

 I remember my mom bought a book called The Blessing, by Gary Smalley and John Trent one Christmas. I looked it up on Amazon.com and found these reviews
: Children are begging for acknowledgement from their parents and most of us don't recognize it. This book gives you an understanding of the most important thing a parent can give to their child.
The attributes of "meaningful touch, spoken message, expressing high value, special future and active commitment" are the elements that we see in the gospels that impress us about Christ the most. These attributes also tend to be the most difficult to maintain in character. The book helps us to see that how we were raised has an ABSOLUTE influence on how we are today, without blameshifting the responsibility on our family. This helps the reader not wane between psychology and faith where in most cases, the tendency is to blame it all on the past or to ignore and bear it. As a minister, I have recommended this book to my congregation. It will change not just the outward action of love towards those closest to you, but it will change the internal motive, which is what every reader desires the most. The best thing about the blessing, is that it hits home (your childhood), and helps it (your home) get built on right foundations.


Jacob hadn’t read this book, but he’s been longing for blessing all his life. Remember his dysfunctional family, and how he had finagled the blessing from his father that was actually due his brother, Esau. Even though he got it by deception, he knows that he isn’t fully loved and accepted by his father and he seems to never quite get over that. He’s been trying to fill the whole in his life that has been made by the lack of approval from his father, from the fatherly blessing he wants so badly.

He’s got to have the blessing. He longs for the blessing. Even though he got the blessing from his dad, it isn’t enough. It doesn’t satisfy him. Here’s a chance to get a deeper and more profound blessing.


To put it another way: Up to this point, Jacob has been using God as a means to an end. We’d have to say that he was a spiritual person, right? He did talk to God on several occasions and we do have the whole “We are climbing Jacob’s ladder” vision thing. He’s been talking to and negotiating with God, and then saying he will serve him as long as God helps him get it. But God won’t allow it. 

Jacob now says “I will not let you go until you bless me.” This is somehow different. There is a different tone and nature of this asking for the blessing. He knows he’s talking to God Himself this time. He is saying, I’ve been looking for approval from my father, I’ve been looking for beauty, but I didn’t realize I was actually looking for you. Your approval. Your beauty. You can fulfill these things in me. He says, all I want is you yourself, not to use you any more.  I can’t go back to Rachel or Esau or my father unless I have you and have your blessing.


What is happening is that Jacob is holding on in spite of the pain and in spite of the danger. There is pain in his leg that must be killing him. And there is danger because Jacob knows that it is told that no one can see God and live. That is the importance of the sun coming up and the rushed nature of the narrative to get this conversation out of the way before that happens. There is pain and danger, and yet Jacob still wants to cling to God and get the blessing. That is true spirituality.

And this is what God wants. He says, I will not be an additive. I will not come to you until you see that your lack of relationship with me is the problem behind all of your problems. I am your center. I must be everything to you.

What happens then when Jacob does all that? He gets the blessing. Read what happens in 27-28: “And he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then he said, ‘Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed.’” 


If you’ve read the Bible at all or heard much teaching about it, you know that names are hugely important in the Bible. Changing someone’s name or naming someone is a big deal. God is doing two things here. He is making claim on Jacob’s life, something he’s had all along but that now is actualized and formalized. And he is telling him who he is. No longer Jacob. No longer Deceiver or Wrestler or Conniver. But now he is Israel, for you will prevail. Israel means “God fights or rules” but here is reinterpreted in light of Jacob’s struggle. God allowed Jacob to triumph. He blessed him. He changed him.
Is that all right with you? See Jacob. God even says it to him. You are Jacob. Almost like he’s rubbing it in, but he’s not doing that. He’s reminding him of who he is apart from God. You are weak. You have been defeated. You have wrestled with me. 
And then God says that Jacob, you are a winner. You get the blessing. You prevail. Isn’t that amazing? Isn’t that counterintuitive? Common sense would say that God would be perfectly holy and just and pure as well as loving. That would mean that a guy like Jacob should have been killed. He wasn’t a good person, was he? And he saw God, right? And as this happens, you might imagine that all of Jacob’s life passes before his eyes, and he sees all his failures and he is astounded that he should be blessed instead of killed. “For I have seen God face to face and yet my life has been delivered.” 

That may not be a problem for you, but it is for Jacob. Jacob can’t believe it. Why would God let this sort of thing happen to me? How could God bless something so flawed?




Meet God in his weakness.


The only way to explain how God could bless something so flawed as Jacob is to understand God’s weakness.

As I was reading before, you probably noticed something, and then you probably noticed that I didn’t comment on it. Did you hear it? Verse 25 again: “When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob” or another version says, “When the man saw he could not overpower him”…? Huh? How can we understand this? Don’t we find out later that this is GOD we’re talking about here? Jacob is stronger than God?


I can think of two illustrations that might help explain this. The first is wrestling with my kids. I haven’t been able to for awhile since I had my knee surgery, but I’m hoping to get back into it soon. The question is, how can a thirty –three year old, 200 pound man keep from crushing little piddly children. “I will crush you.” The answer is simple. I limit my power. I restrain myself. I do this usually by getting on my knees or on my back, which takes my full weight out of possibility. Of course, I could still mess up and fall with my weight on them and accidents do still happen, but we have more of a fair and fun fight when I limit myself in this way. 

Another thing we do is hide from each other and scare each other. Anna has been enjoying this. She’ll run around and I’ll have just enough time to hide behind the couch or chair, or sneak up behind her and scare her. “I got you!” she cries, which makes me laugh every time. What makes her want to do this? Think about it abstracted from our father-daughter relationship. A man jumps out from behind a wall in the dark – fun or terrifying? The relationship makes all the difference. It makes her laugh and cry in delight instead of run and cry in fear. I give her a start, she says, “I got you” and I lift her up in the air. The actions could be translated a completely different way if they were in a context. 

At some point the boys are going to realize that I am limiting myself. It hasn’t happened yet. Cal still tells me that I need to practice more in soccer after he beats me 10-9 (shooting a goal 20 times the size of mine is one advantage he has). Jacob, I think knew that God had taken his weight off, that he had limited himself. If he didn’t know during the match, he knew it once his hip was touched. That made it really clear the sort of power he was dealing with.

Waltke puts it this way: “God in humility makes himself available to humanity. Jacob is able to wrestle the man to a draw. Jacob’s remarkable encounter reminds saints that they too may encounter God in ambiguity, even in apparent hostility, in mystery cloaked in darkness, and in such humility that he restrains himself from dominating their lives. When they stop wrestling with God and start clinging to him, they discover that he has been there for their good, to bless them.”


God makes himself weak so that he failed to overpower Jacob. But did he fail? Did he get what he wanted? What if he had wanted to win the match? What would have happened? We’re not able to be sure, but we probably wouldn’t have seen this changed heart of Jacob, this repentance he seems to display, this longing for God. God wanted a changed heart, right, and he got that, didn’t he? So he won by losing. He won by losing. He realized he was not going to prevail against Jacob.

That points to the ultimate place where we win by losing. On the cross, Jesus didn’t wrestle with God on the floor, or with God having one arm tied behind his back, or with God fooling around. He wrestled with the full weight of God’s power, all of his omnipotence, justice and wrath. And yet Jesus, in the face of that ultimate brute force held on until until they/we got the blessing. On the cross, he took the devastating blows of justice so we could take the loving blows that wake us up.


Do you see this? Do you see God’s weakness in Jesus? Do you see that Jesus’ weakness makes it all for us. 
God is able to bless someone he was supposed to curse because he cursed someone he was supposed to bless.


Only when we see Jesus being weak for us do our hearts get filled and we are able to accept it. A weak God melts our hearts. But a holy God is the only kind of God who could be weak. Love entails weakness of some sort. All of us hear people talk about how their God loves everyone. How a loving God won’t need to come into the world to die for sin. But let me ask you, have you ever seen someone change because he or she heard that God loves everybody indiscriminately?! I don’t think that moves people to do much of anything, including care the least bit about what they’re talking about. 

But to hear that God isn’t generic, that he isn’t just loving without a passion, but that he loved you so much that he became weak for you and died for you – that changes you. 
And you see holiness and love then go together. Only a holy God, a God who has to pay the penalty of sin is loving enough to become weak. Only a weak God, one who can come into the world and bear the brunt of sin can relate to you in this sort of way. 
And this transforms Jacob/Israel. He goes out in strength to Esau, seeming to not fear what his fate might be. He receives favor from his brother and they are restored once again. This isn’t triumphalistic. This isn’t the victorious Christian life. This is a gracious act. Esau seems to be change by his brother’s transformation.  Members of God’s covenant family seek opportunities for reconciliation, finding and meeting points of needs among their enemies.

And yet the old Jacob still remains. We’ll see him again. Though he has been transformed, he is still Jacob. He is both a sinner and a saint, at the same time justified and wicked. 

But we rejoice with him. We can relate to him, for his story is so much our story.

Hear Calvin’s application to the parallels of our experience and Jacob’s:

What was once exhibited under a visible form to our father Jacob is daily fulfilled in the individual members of the church, namely in their temptations it is necessary for them to wrestle with God. He is said, indeed to tempt us in a different manner from Satan; but because he alone is the Author of our crosses and afflictions… he is said to tempt us when he makes trial of our faith… He having challenged us to this contest at the same time furnishes us with means of resistance, so that he fights against us and for us. In short, such is his apportioning of this conflict that while he assails us with one hand, he defends us with the other; yea, in as much as he supplies us with more strength to resist than he employs us with his left hand, and for us his right hand. For while he lightly opposes us, he supplies invincible strength whereby we overcome.” 
Where are you in this struggle. Are you struggling? Are you wondering what’s going on? Are you wondering if God is real, if he is there? Are you alone and hearing God’s voice or still coasting on the experiences of others around you? Are you recognizing your weaknesses as places for God to fill you with faith and faithfulness? That he may even be jumping you in order to bless you with your deepest needs? Do you see God as the center of your life, truly your all in all as that song says? That he won’t tolerate other gods, other agendas – He is the agenda. 


Are you in the weakness? Just hold on. All Jacob knew to do was to hold on and cry out. Because of that, he won. He won by losing, but he won. In being broken, he was made right and whole. Don’t hold on the things God give you. Hold on to Him, no matter what happens. Jesus took the ultimate pin for you. Your weakness will be turned to strength. In this fight to surrender is victory.



Brennan Manning:
“Most of the descriptions of the victorious life do not match the reality of my own. Hyperbole, bloated rhetoric, and grandiose testimonies create the impression that once Jesus is acknowledged as Lord, the Christian life becomes a picnic on a green lawn – marriage blossoms into connubial bliss, physical health flourishes, acne disappears, and sinking careers suddenly soar. The victorious life is proclaimed to mean that everybody is a winner. An attractive twenty-year-old accepts Jesus and becomes Miss America, a floundering lawyer conquers alcoholism and whips F. Lee Bailey in court, a tenth-round draft choice for the Green Bay Packers goes to the Pro Bowl. Miracles occur, conversions abound, church attendance skyrockets, ruptured relationships get healed, shy people become gregarious, and the Atlanta Braves win the World Series. Idyllic descriptions of victory in Jesus are more often colored by cultural and personal expectations than by Christ and the ragamuffin gospel. 


The New Testament depicts another picture of the victorious life… Jesus on Calvary. The biblical image of the victorious life reads more like the victorious limp. Jesus was not victorious because He never flinched, talked back or questioned, but having flinched, talked back and questioned, he remained faithful.


What makes authentic disciples is not visions, ecstasies, biblical mastery of chapter and verse, or spectacular success in the ministry, but a capacity for faithfulness. Buffeted by the fickle winds of failure, battered by their own unruly emotions, and bruised by rejected and ridicule, authentic disciples may have stumbled and frequently fallen, endured lapses and relapses, gotten handcuffed to the fleshpots and wandered into a fair country. Yet, they kept coming back to Jesus…

The mature Christians I have met along the way are those who have failed and have learned to live gracefully with their failure. Faithfulness requires courage to risk everything on Jesus, the willingness to keep growing, and the readiness to risk failure throughout our lives. What does these things mean, specifically?


Risking everything on Jesus, the ragamuffin gospel says we can’t lose, because we have nothing to lose. Faithfulness to Jesus implies that with all our sins, scars, and insecurities, we stand with Him; that we are formed and informed by His Word…
The willingness to keep growing. Unfaithfulness is a refusal to become, a rejection of grace (grace that is inactive is an illusion), and the refusal to be oneself. 


The readiness to risk failure. Many of us are haunted by our failure to have done with our lives what we longed to accomplish. The disparity between our ideal self and our real self, the grim specter of past infidelities, the awareness that I am not living what I believe, the relentless pressure of conformity, and the nostalgia for lost innocence reinforces a nagging sense of existential guilt: I have failed. This is the cross we never expected, and the one we find hardest to bear…


On the last day, when we arrive at the Great Cabin in the Sky, many of us will be bloodied, battered, bruised and limping. But, by God and by Christ, there will be a light in the window and a “welcome home” sign on the door.”

� I’m relying heavily on Dr. Tim Keller’s thoughts here. He’s the pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan. See redeemer.com. His outline and thoughts are masterful, and I’ve supplemented them and woven in my own with Waltke, Kidner, Wenham and DeGraaf. 


� I offer you no original thought. Ever.


� Waltke, p. 448.


� “There is a mystery about God’s presence that defies human understanding. Jacob cannot see God nor know his name in order to control the situation. To be sure, God revealed himself, but is also absonditus.” Waltke, p. 448


� Okay, I’m quoting the reviews on amazon. What is happening here?


� Wenham, p. 303: “For while Jacob struggled with God, it was God who allowed Jacob to triumph in the fight. In a similar way the Lord tested Abraham yet provided a ram for the burnt offering. Later, Moses’ deadly encounter with the Lord prefigured the divine deliverance from Egypt. Jacob’s experiences at the Yabbok, wrestling with God and surviving, was in later times seen as prefiguring the national experience. Running through the psalms of national lament there is a similar conviction that the nation’s trials are heaven-sent; yet only from heaven can they look for deliverance. So this story of Jacob’ struggle with God summed up for Israel their national destiny. Among all their trials and perplexities in which God seemed to be fighting them, he was ultimately on their side; indeed he would triumph, and in his victory, Israel would triumph too.”


� Waltke, p. 448.


� Waltke, p. 450.


� Selected paragraphs from the Victorious Limp chapter of Brennan Manning’s Ragamuffin Gospel.





